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Introduction:

1.1 Introduction to Language

This phonological analysis outlines the phonemic system of the Bhili language. The
language of Bhil people is called as Bhili. There is a dilemma to name this tribal
group. When we asked the people of the same group regarding their original name of
the group, the people answered “there is no other name for our group and we are the
original Bhil group in India so we call ourselves as Bhili”. Some people of other
groups answered that they are ‘Khandeshi Bhili’ since they live in the Khandesh
area. But the Maharashtra government refers them as “Barde Bhili” in the book
called

“oD | Jo— b#]) K- bro®+s +§:>\/E:>\/QZ:>1:> D™e> +

SNo® +EoV=oVEo1o (+D2V IxoD=o®) O ¢OD1O®”,
written by Dr. Govind Gare. Anyhow for this language project we have given the
name for this group as “Bhili”. This Bhil tribal group lives in Dhule and Nasik
district of Maharashtra. They are mostly in Sakri and Nizampur taluks of Dhule and
Satana taluk of Nasik districts. According to the 1991 census the Bhili population in
these areas is 906696. We have started the sociolinguistic survey and this research
in the year of 2002 and it is still continuing. This analysis is based on 1470 Bhili
words. The Bhili language is Indo-Aryan and the neighboring languages are Marathi,
Ahirani, Kukna, Mauchi. The sate language is Marathi.

1.2 Symbols and Abbreviation

The following symbols and abbreviations are used for the phonetic transcription in
this write up. All the phonetic symbols used in this write up are from the
International Phonetic Alphabet.

[ ] phonetic data
!/ phonemic data
syllable break between consonants
~ Nasalization
full length
C Consonant
\% Vowel
Sg Singular
Pl Plural
V1L Voiceless
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Vd. | Voiced

1.3 Phoneme Chart

1.3.1 Consonant Chart

Labial Coronal | Retroflex Palatal Velar Glottal
Plosives & Affricates VI. | p ph |t th |t B £3 k kb
Vd.| b b |d dt|d 4qr|dz dz"| g g"
Pre-nasalized Plosives rﬁf&ﬂl nd, rﬁfd% ng
Fricatives S § h
Nasals m n
Lateral 1
Flaps r C
Approximants W J
1.3.2 Vowel Chart
Front Central Back

Close i u

Mid

Open a 2!
2. Interpretation
2.1 Consonant or Vowel
Since there is no VV cluster in Bhili words, [j] and [w]are interpreted as
consonants and [1] and [u] are interpreted as vowels.

/pawra/ {oox> [pawra] ‘razor’ 0084
=
fudi/ =V | [udi ] ‘White ant’ 0387




2.2 Unit or Sequence

Since there are no univalent CC clusters within a syllable, the aspirated sounds
like [p"] [b"] [tP] [d®] [t*] [d"] [k*] [g"] and [d3"] are
interpreted as units.

/pPen/ YI&D [phen] ‘hoop’ 0385

/oPat/ foo1o [bPat ] ‘paddy’ 0198

It huk/ AMVE[]  [tPuk] ‘saliva’ 0054

/dhukul/ o-oVEY| [dPukul] ‘smoke’ 0147
)

/mit P/ Se> | [mith] ‘salt’ 0223

/dreg/ 0 /Mo [dheg] ‘cloud’ 0103

/€y ikPul/ SYog9o  [f3ikPul] ‘mud’ 0149
Vo

/ghan/ [Iooe [gham] ‘sweat’ 0053
)

/dzhirula/ QZ:%UZ [dzPirula] ‘cockroach’ 0386
Jo

Since there are no univalent CC clusters word initially and word finally, the
homorganic sounds like [nd ], [nd,], [nd3], [Dg] are interpreted as units.

RG]

/kPanda/ ﬁ:):)g\ﬂ [kPanda] ‘soldier’ 0031
>

/dPund/ ooVEv ] [dhund] ‘gridlines’ 1203

/mand,i/ *+OOER [mandi] ‘thigh’ 0051
J®

/baria,/ b:&ﬁ | [barfd] ‘arrow’ 0908

/gandzuli/ Mooéc [gandzuli] ‘big bee’ 1232
V+o)
®

/wandz/ XDD&QD [wand3z ] ‘barren’ 0313
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/1engal +SCM  [lenga] ‘petticoat’ 1007
oD
Jang/ +SOM  [ang] ‘body’ 0001
)
The plosives like [nt], [nt], [mb], [st] are interpreted as sequences for the
sake of economy of phonemes. Note that a syllable break comes between them.
/nenter/ E_,D@D [nen. ter] ‘after’ 0850
— ]
/panta/ {DDE_,]J [pan.ta] ‘leaf’ 0171
=y
/ambet/ +2 ¢/9] [am. bet ] ‘sour’ 0728
/istu/ <=1>V  [is.tu] ‘fire’ 0145
The Affricates like [ £§ Jand [d3 ] are interpreted as units since there are no initial
and final CC clusters.
€31t/ SyYoyoS  [£3it}] ‘tamarind’ 0187
/midz/ SEoco | [nids] ‘sleep’ 1454
Since there is no univalent VV pattern in Bhili language, the vowel
glides are interpreted as VC.
Ipaj/ {o>e> [pai] ‘leg’ 0020
/bajko/ />o<E|  [baiko] ‘wife’ 0310
™ |
lajpet/ +o8>{ [aipet] ‘status’ 1043
D) o
Igaw/ MHoox>o [gau] village’ 0055
/pawri/ {o>=> [pauri] ‘hoe’ 0079
Jawkat/ +o=F|> [aukat] ‘status’ 1270



1D
[pp] [bb] [tt] [dd] [tt] [dd] [kk] [gg] [{5t}]
[dzd3] [mm] [nn] [ss] [rr] and [11] are interpreted as CC
sequences according to the principle of economy of phonemes. There
is a syllable break between the geminates. Also each sound in the
pairs occurs as phonemes elsewhere.

/appa/ +D{{ [ap.pa] ‘father’ 0276
oo ]

/debbi/ Blo/o [deb.bi] ‘small box’ 1003

/pettal {Du> [pet.ta] ‘address’ 0898
D

/beddel/ /Svv £ [bed. del] ‘about’ 0849
D

Iwettal xol1) [wet.ta] floor’ 0520
D

/kPedda/ 956> [kPed.da] ‘pit’ 1186

/dukker/ BV |EE [duk.ker] ‘pig’ 0337
J— |

laggari/ +MM [ag.gari] ‘train’ 0902
5o |
®

mit§{ias SEoy  [nifl.tfa]  ‘short’ 1247
XDOD

/udzdzet/ =cco] [ud3.dzet ] ‘bright’ 1172

/kimmet/ SE[e  [kim.met] ‘price’ 0891
41D

/£3anni/ Z:):)é [f3an.ni] ‘star’ 0098
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Eo®
/gussa/ M-oV= [gus.sa] ‘angry’ 0732

=D
/kurret/ EV|— | [kur.ret] ‘miser’ 0981

-1

/gellas/ MHo++ [gel.las] ‘tumbler’ 0542

ODO=D

3. Description and Distribution of the phonemes

All the phonemes and their allophones are listed and described. In the descriptions
“all environments” means word initially, word medially and word finally. In the
examples the phonemes are laid out in the same positions.

3.1 Consonants

3.1.1 Labial consonants:

Plosives or stops are sounds produced with a complete closure in the vocal
apparatus.

Ipl [p] is a voiceless unaspirated bilabial plosive which occurs in all
environments.
/kopral EIDTM{D [kopra] ‘corner’ 1179
—b
/kulup/ EN[+oV  [kulup] ‘lock’ 0539
>

/P" has two allophones [ f] and [p"]

[£] is a voiceless labio-dental fricative which occurs word medially
and word finally and only in loan words.
/kaphi/ E[-> [kafi] ‘photo’ 1134

Y/



b/

/o?/

/gop™en/ Moo [gofen]  ‘sling’
TMTJ'{;
)

/dep?/ B |Yj [def] ‘A musical instrument’

[p"] is a voiceless aspirated bilabial plosive which occurs word

initially, word medially and only one borrowed word is found word

finally.
Iphetal YTMJ]J > [pteta] ‘turban’
/nepha/ QDTID [nepha] ‘profit’
/guph/ Moy YJ [guph] ‘weave’

[b] is a voiced unaspirated bilabial plosive which occurs in all

environments.
/bubul/ /\NAV>  [bubul] ‘eyeball’
/dober/ B |DTM/5 [dober] ‘buffalo’
/dzib/ DQD/D [d%ib] ‘tongue’

[bh] is a voiced aspirated bilabial plosive which occurs only word

initially. Even the borrowed words are pronounced word medially and
word finally as unaspirated.

/bhat,/ f:):)l:) [bha’g ] ‘paddy’
MoPing/ ZfoM> [bhing] ‘scales’
/ohews ji/ foxoo [bhewsjr] ‘eyebrow’

1204

1078

0157
0904
1425

0036

0349

0011

0198
0405
0034
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Iw/

AD
has two allophones [v] and [w]:
[w] is a voiced approximant which occurs in all environments and in free

variation with [ v], a voiced labio-dental approximant which occurs only

word medially and word finally.

/wara/ xoo— | [wara] ‘wind’
D)
/newra/ ﬁDXD—) [newra] ‘husband’
>
/gaw/ Mooxo [gaw] ‘village’
/rewen/ N |><:)§ [reven] ‘game’
D)
/dew/ viM x>  [dev] ‘god’

3.1.2 Coronal Consonants

[t ] is a voiceless unaspirated dental plosive which occurs in all

environments.
/tond/ o™ [tond] ‘face’
/istu/ <=1V [istu] fire’
/bhlt,/ Df:l: [bhlt] ‘Wdll’

[t"] is a voiceless aspirated dental plosive which occurs only word

initially and word medially. Even the borrowed words are pronounced
word finally as unaspirated.

/thuk/ AMVE[  [tPuk] ‘saliva’
JatPer/ +oAo— [atlter] ‘spreading bed’

10

0107

0309

0055
1114

0482

0005

0145
0512

0054
1456



[£3itPeri/ SYoAo [flitPeri] ‘bat’ 0376

> |
1d/ [d] isa voiced unaspirated dental plosive which occurs in all
environments.
/dufer/ vV oo™ [dufer] ‘yoke’ 0091
- |
/agudar/ +5M-oV [agudar] ‘before’ 0795
==Y
/haled/ | J DZJ v [haled] ‘turmeric’ 0221
/ar/ [d"] is a voiced aspirated dental plosive which occurs only word

initially. Even the borrowed words are pronounced word medially and
word finally as unaspirated.

/dhat/ ooop)  [d"ar] ‘send’ 1463
/dPejrijal GSDQDB [dPejrija] ‘old man’ 0239
J®aoo
/dPuari/ o-oV+o [dPuari] fog’ 0137
o |
/ Inl?ni/ [nd] isa voiced dental homorganic plosive which occurs only word

medially and word finally.

/mundi/ ooVEv] [mundi] ‘ring’ 0074
®|

/rand/ +oM-oY  [rand] ‘cook’ 1430
v |

11
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Is/ [s] isavoiceless alveolar grooved fricative which occurs in all
environments.
/sakru/ EDDE,“/ [sakru] ‘sweet potato’
/sasral/ =>>H=> [sasra] father-in-law’
—b
Iwes/ XO=D [wes] ‘dew’
1§/ [§] isavoiceless post-alveolar grooved fricative which occurs only

word initially and word medially. We have found only one borrowed word
in word final position.

/§emt i/ 0DO™e [femti] ‘stick’
o]J
/dufer/ vV oo™ [dufer] ‘yoke’
— |
Iref/ —3T™ |a:) [ref] ‘line on note’
Ir/ [r] isavoiced alveolar flapped vibrant which occurs in all environments.
/rikama/ S5—s |Ej [rikama] ‘empty’
Dé¢DOD
/dPuari/ o-oV+o [dPuari] fog’
2> |
/koper/ EJ'DTM{D [koper] ‘elbow’
— |
11/ [1] isavoiced alveolar lateral approximant which occurs in all
environments .
/lakut/ +5-oEy] [lakur] ‘fire wood’

Bl

12

0205

0301

0141

0159

0091

0913

0727

0137

0014

0060



/kola/ E[5>™+5 [kola]

D)
/dPukul/ o-oVEY] [dPukul]

>

3.1.3 Retroflex Consonant

1/ has two allophones [t ] and [t]:

[t ] is a voiceless unaspirated retroflex plosive which occurs in free

variation with [t ], a voiceless alveolar unaspirated plosive which

occurs in all environments.

/taklija/ 1) oElo
TOeOD

/outka/ /V1J Ef
-

/abut/ +D/D\/]
J

/topli/ ]J DO™{
o |

/bramta/ fooeD
=

lwet/ ><:>]J

/t"/ has two allophones [t "] and [t"]:

[taklija]

[butka]

[abut ]

[topli]

[bhamta]

[wet]

‘bald headed’

‘short’

‘cloud’

‘small basket’

‘thief’

(lip)

[t"] is a voiceless aspirated retroflex plosive which occurs only word

medially and word finally and in free variation with [t? ], a voiceless

aspirated alveolar plosive.

Jathi/ oo )

13

[athi]

‘here’

0324

0147

0269

0254

0104

1138

0438

0038

0784



Bhili Phonology

/bet P/ ) [bet?]
/thajkal \oaoF [thajka]
[
/gotPari/ M—oo™  [gotPari]
oo |
/mit*h/ Seo | [mith]
1q/ has two allophones [d,] and [d]:

¢ 1

sit

‘silent’

‘spider’

‘salt’

[d ] is a voiced unaspirated retroflex plosive which occurs only word

initially and word medially and in free variation with [d], a voiced

unaspirated alveolar plosive which occurs only word initially and word

medially.
/d.oka/

Ighedejal/

/dober/

/wedaj/

B|:>TMEI [doka]
D)

[Iop) & [g"edejal]
552

Blo™s  [dober]
Bl

x> [oa  [wedaj]
D)

/q.p/ has two allophones [d" ] and [d" ]:

14

‘head’

‘clock’

‘buffalo’

‘thief’

1409
1193

0400

0223

0002

0546

0349

0440



[dP] is a voiced aspirated retroflex plosive which occurs only word
initially and in free variation with [d" ], a voiced aspirated alveolar

plosive which occurs only word initially.

/dhilla/ So/+to  [dhillal ‘loose’
/dPas/ (1)):)53 [dPas] ‘cough’
/d,heg/ ¢)MD [dheg] ‘cloud’
/drekun/ q)TI\/l)E\/J'}::> [dPekun] ‘bug’

/ rfdj [1’{(1] is a voiced retroflex homorganic plosive which occurs only word

medially and word finally.

/mand,i/ ¢+o>E [ﬂ [mandi ] ‘thigh’
® |
/sond/ +oM-oy  [sond] ‘trunk’
V—|D—) |
It/ [t] is a voiced retroflex flapped vibrant occurs only word medially

and word finally.

/hatuk/ | J DB\/ | [hatuk] ‘bone’
EJ

/dzaral cooPp o [dzatal far’

/got/ MDDTMB [gor] ‘sweet’

/lakurg/ +5oEyV| [lakur] ‘fire wood’
v [ 1] is a voiced retroflex lateral which occurs only word medially and

word finally.
/haled/ | ]o>)v [haled] ‘turmeric’

15

0743

0920
0103
0390

0051

0354

0026

0243
0609

0060

0221
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I
Isejal/ =>a>> [sejal] ‘crow-bar’
>)

3.1.4 Palatal Consonants

1£31

1dz/

mdz/

[ tAS ] is a voiceless unaspirated palatal affricate which occurs in all

environments.
/£3ikhul/ Sryo9o  [tliktul] ‘mud’
V5
/getial/ MoYoo | getlal ] ‘push’
>
/£3ith/ oYXoYyo | £31€5 ] ‘tamarind’

[cfg] is a voiced unaspirated palatal affricate which occurs in all

environments.
/dzeg/ oMo [dseg] ‘world’
/kedze/ EIQD@ [kedze] ‘why’
midz/ DE_,DQD [nid3] ‘sleep’

[Cfg 1] is a voiced aspirated palatal affricate which occurs only word

initially. Even the borrowed words are pronounced word medially and
word finally as unaspirated.

/dztep/ 7o™{> [dzPep] ‘swim’
/dzhaken/ ZDDEI& [dzaken] ‘lid’
D)
/dzhirula/ :)ZD\L |2 [dzirula] ‘cockroach’
Jo

[rﬁg] is a voiced palatal homorganic plosive which occurs only word
medially and word finally.

16

1206

0149

1005

0187

0131
0786
1454

1381
0559

0386



/gandzi/ Mooéc [gandzi] ‘a kind of bird’
S5 [®|
founds/ /NEco | [bunds] bury’
13/ [J] is a voiced unrounded palatal approximant which occurs in all
environments.
/jer ao—| Lier] ‘well’
/baJkO/ /b:)‘DE [baJkO] ‘Wl.fe’
IDTM
/paj/ {DDAD [paj] ‘leg’
3.1.5 Velar Consonants
IR/ [k] is a voiceless unaspirated velar plosive which occurs in all
environments.
/kurar/ EN|— b [kurat] ‘axe’
/1t oker/ 1Jo™E[ [toker] ‘bamboo’
— |
/hatuk/ | J DB\/ | [hatuk] ‘bone’

/K® [k ] is a voiceless aspirated velar plosive which occurs in all environments.

/kherek/ 0o B[  [k"erek]
JakPurg/ +o59oV  [akPur]
/€5 okh/ y55™Y  [fiok!]
D
gl [g] is a voiced unaspirated velar plosive which occurs in all
environments.

17

‘stone’

‘short’

‘suck’

1242

1378

0112
0310

0020

0068

0161

0026

0143
0253

1456
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/gutegal MD\/B | [gutega] ‘knee’ 0049
Moo
/legin/ +5oM> [legin] ‘marriage’ 0869
Eo
Iwag/ xOOM> [wag] ‘tiger’ 0347
Igh/ [gh] isa voiced aspirated velar plosive which occurs only word
initially.
/ghan/ IIooe [gPam] ‘sweat’ 0053
>
/ghubert/ [IoVoB  [g"uber] “kite’ 0366
/gher/ [Io—| [gter] ‘house’ 0056
/ Uf\g/ [ I_]’\g] is a voiced velar homorganic plosive which occurs only in word

medially and word finally.

/mangs/ e [mange] ‘behind’ 0846
Mo |

/dzang/ c>o>@M [dzang] ‘thigh’ 0050
S|

3.1.6 Glottal Consonants

/h/ [h] is a voiceless glottal fricative which occurs in all environments.
/hiti/ S|)op| [hici] “‘qum’ 0039
/cfgeher/ ) | J N | [d%eher] ‘poison’ 1028
/jeh/ ao|) [jeh] ‘these’ 0829

3.1.7 Nasal consonants

/m/ [m] is a voiced bilabial nasal which occurs in all environments.

18



/man/ S DD%D [man] ‘neck’ 0044

/koma j/ E[-o™¢  [komaj] ‘wither’ 1420
DDAD

/gham/ [Iooe [gPam] ‘sweat’ 0053
)

n/ has three allophones [n], [n], and [n]:

[n] is a voiced dental nasal which occurs only in loan words.

/nak/ &DDEI [nak] ‘nose’ 0008

/anend/ +D&D§V [anend] joy’ 0503

/sen/ ED&D [sen] festival’ 0709

[n] is a voiced retroflex nasal which occurs preceding only
retroflex plosives. It is not found word initially and word finally.

/panta/ {DD&]J [panta] ‘leaf’ 0171
D

/gonta/ MDDTMg [gonta] ‘sack’ 0531
=

/ghental [1oE] J [ghenta] ‘bell’ 0543
D

[n] is a voiced alveolar nasal which occurs in all environments.

/nager/ E_,:):)MD [nager] ‘plough’ 0087
=

/£ ewna/ ZDXD§ [t3ewna] ‘ugly’ 0259
DD

/§en/ 8:)”"&:) [fen] ‘cow dung’ 0548

19
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3.2 Vowels

3.2.1 Vowel Quality

All the vowels are laid out in the following order of syllable types in the examples
whenever they occur: V, CV, VC and CVC

11/

/el

varies between [1],

/i 3w
/mi/
/is.tu/
/tis/
/i.jal
/ik/

/mis.ns/
/kub.ti. ja/
/be. jin/

/ni. jari/

[1:] and [T]:

<IoV
*oO® |
<=1oV)
1D®=>
<A&DD
<EJ
¢O®=>
EoD
ENJooB
|4:>:>
/S5TMS A
Y
Y )
>0 |

varies between [e] and [£]:

20

[bejIn]

[nzjari]

[1] is a voiced close front unrounded vowel which occurs in both open
and closed syllables and in free variation with [1: ], along voiced close
front unrounded vowel which occurs in both open and closed syllables
and with [ I ], a near close front unrounded slightly lowered vowel which

occurs in both open and closed syllables and especially preceding and
following only a palatal approximant.

‘scorpion’
g

‘fire’
‘thirsty’
‘sickle’
‘sell’

‘together’

‘hump backed’

‘sister’

(tl:/j(in)

0382
0807
0145
0688
0080
1418
1112

0264

0279

0594



/ol

/el

[e] is a voiced closed front unrounded vowel which occurs in both
open and closed syllables and in free variation with [ €], a voiced half

open front unrounded vowel which occurs in both open and closed
syllables.

Itel o™ [te] ‘they’

/sep. 11/ =o™{> [septi] ‘tail’
o)

It ews ™| x>  [thew] ‘keep’

1jel ADO™ [Je] ‘come’

/pe. er/ {>B— | [peer] ‘sow’

Itejl oao | [teil ‘there’

[&] is a voiced mid central unrounded vowel which occurs both in open

and closed syllables.
/a.nal +3§3 [ana] ‘and’
/ke. Til E/oB) [kori] ‘door chain’
/reh/ RN | | J [roh] ‘stay’

[®] isavoiced near-open central unrounded vowel which occurs

both in open and closed syllables.

Iwe/ XD J [we] ‘happen’

/jer/ P G | [jer] ‘well’

/wes. te.ra/ XO=D1D [westera] ‘razor’
=

21

0820
0352

1344
1269
1410
0803

0855
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lal

a/

varies between [a], [a:], [&] and [&2]:

[a] isa voiced open front unrounded vowel which occurs both in open
and closed syllables and in free variation with [a:], a long voiced open

front unrounded vowel which occurs both in open and closed syllables,
with [&], a nasalized voiced open front unrounded vowel which occurs

both in open and closed syllables and we found this phone only in two
word and with [&], a voiced near open front unrounded vowel which

occurs both in open and closed syllables.

/a.but/ +3/b\/] [abut ] ‘cloud’
/ba. ba/ AS55S> [baba] ‘father’
/am. la/ +oeo+ [amla] ‘us’
oD
Iwat/ XDD],} [wat ] ‘way’
/at/ +oB | [a:T] ‘small well’
1£3al Y55 [t3a:] ‘tea’
Igat/ MooB | [ga:t] ‘back teeth’
/has/ | Jo=> [has] laugh’
/ha. sat/ | J]o5=— [hasar] ‘make laugh’
->B)
/{3a.ral Yoo— | [flara] ‘owl’
)
/hu. §ar/ | \/J 0oo> [hufar] ‘clever’
N
/ke. dza/ EIQDD [kedze] ‘quarrel’

varies between [u] and [u:]:

22

0104

0275
0810

0127
0113
0999
1239
1465
1449

0374

0675

0666



[u] isa voiced close back rounded vowel which occurs both in open

and closed syllables and in free variation with [u:],

a long voiced close

back rounded vowel which occurs only in closed syllable and we found
this phone only in one word.

/u.di/ v | [udi] ‘White ant’
/tu.na/ 1:)\/&:):) [tuna] ‘your’
/un/ ng [un] ‘sunshine’
/kut/ ENJ ]J [kut ] ‘family’
/hut/ | N ]J [hu'lt] ‘camel’

/ol [o] is a voiced close-mid back rounded vowel which occurs both in

open and closed syllables.
/tol oo™ [to] ‘he’
/pot/ {o>™] [pot] ‘belly’
/ko. la/ E[5>™+5 [kola] fox’
)

4. Evidence for Contrast

4.1 Consonants

4.1.1 Labials

Ip/ /bl
/pot/ {o>™] [pot] ‘belly’
/bot/ /5o™])  [bot] ‘finger’
/depat/ v|{oop [depar] ‘hide’
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0387
0816
0989
0271
0328

0818
0013

0324

0013

0018

1474



Bhili Phonology

/dober/

/dzip/
/dzib/

Ip/ 1P/

/pat/
/phat/

/dztopril
/dephra/
/hup/
Iguph/

/ph/ /by

Iphuk/
/bhuk/

Iphit/
/bhit/

{33]) [pat]
Y/>1) [phat ]

Zoo™{ [d3"opri]
>oB |
Bh’“} [> [defra]

|VJ{>  [hup]
MoNY[  [gup”]

YN[E]  [p"uk]
foVE]  [b"uk]

oY[J)]  [ptit]
Sfoiof  [brit]

24

‘buffalo’

‘nib’

‘tongue’

‘back’

‘crack’

‘hut’

‘a musical

instrument’

‘heat’

‘weave’

‘blow’

‘hungry’

‘tight’

‘wall’

0349

0637
0011

0046
1472

0511

1021

1173
1425

1400
0671

0724
0512



b/

b/

Iphatek/
/bhetek/
/oh/
/bet/
/bhet/

/bor/

/bher/

bang/

/b ing/
/m/

/basa/

/masa/

/tibak/

/dimak/

/gerib/

/geremn/

Yo El
foUE(]

/O™1D
fo™>o

/DODM—
|

fo— |

/ODOM
)
zfoM>D

/DD=DD
¢ODO=>

1D®5>D

SV e
:)Ef

Moo—

Mo— |
D

25

[phatek]
[bhetek]

[bet]
[bhet]

[bor]

[bher]

[bang]

[b"ing]

[basa]

[masa]

[tibak]

[dimak]

[gerib]

[gerem]

‘gate’

‘miss’

‘plan’

¢

get’

‘a kind of fruit’

fill’

‘towards’

‘scales’

‘old food’
‘fish’

‘there’

‘anger’

‘poor’

‘heat’

0527
1469

1119
1383

1135

1373

0781

0405

1238
0323

0576

0733

1096

0950



Bhili Phonology

b/ Iwl

/bes/

wes/

/taba/

/dawa/

/dzib/
/dziw/
4.1.2 Coronals
I, Id/
/tar/
/dar/

/matu/

/nedi/

/dat/
/dud/

1t/ Ithy
/tak/
/thuk/

/pota/
/potPi/

It/ 1t/
/tak/

/DO=D
XD=D

| o Y |
v x>

DD
DCOXD

1o>o— |
v |

Eoo1oV
Eov®

V—|DID

vV V]

1>oF]
AoVE[

{oo™
oD
{DD™A
o®

1:):>Ef

26

[bes] sit’

[wes] ‘dew’

[taba] ‘control’

[dawa] ‘tether’

[dzib] ‘tongue’

[dziw] ‘louse’

[tar] ‘wire’

[dar] ‘door’

[natu] ‘grand son’

[nadi] ‘river’

[dat] ‘tooth’

[dud] milk’

[tak] ‘a kind of drink’

[thuk] ‘saliva’

[pota] ‘sack’

[pothi] ‘old religious
book’

[tak] ‘a kind of drink’

1408
0141

1177
0567

0011
0388

0167
0058

0305
0102

0010
0601

1066
0054

0530

1132

1066



/tak/
/moti/
/mot i/
/dat/
/dat/
1t/ Ir/

Itel
/re/
/moti/
/mori/

/dzet/
/o%er/

It/ €3/
/tula/
/t’\Sula/

]) SE[ [tak]

oo™ [moti]
H®
¢ODO™] [moti]

vl  [dat]
vipl)  [dat]

1% [te]
—J | [re]
oo™ [moti]
D®

¢oODO™ [mori]
> |®

o] b [dzet]
co— | [dzer]

1OV+oo  [tula]

Yovio  [tlula]

D

27

‘pour’

‘pearl’

‘big (fem)’

‘tooth’

‘messy’

‘then’

‘live’

‘pearl’

‘bath room’

‘to you’

‘cooking fire’

1280

1230

1484

0010
1202

1094
1401

1230

0518

0926
0857

0815
1106



Bhili Phonology

/kateri/

Igotiril

~~

™
Y

|_l

)

~
+
Y
= .
(-i-) e
ey
~

=y
B o
) Q)
RN

o.
N

)
i+

/gerdi/
/ger(fgu/

/med/
/mocfg/

thy /dh/
/tPenda/
/dPenda/
/1thy 1th/
/thuk/
/tPok/

lpot i/

lpothi/

El-o1oB

Moo™
YoB)®

) Jun) o)
DYXDOXD

v bio
¢oODID

Mov [™
Mo <;:>\/

ooV |
¢DODO™¢

ADEB o
ootV b

AoVE[
o™E]

{DD™A
o®

{oo™ )

28

‘skin’

‘epizoon’

‘concentration’

‘tamarind’

‘tooth’

‘caste’

‘crowd’

‘need’

‘honey’

‘measure’

‘cold’

‘business’

‘saliva’

‘knock’

‘old religious
book’

‘cow dung’

0024

0394

1189
0187

0010
0868

0683
1196

0607
1300

0708

0883

0054
1485

1132

1495



/ar/
/dejral

/dPejril
/d/
/dewer/
/dober/
/dekhar/

/dokar/

It/
/bedek/
/bhetek/

/badli/

/batli/

/kud/
/kut/
/r/

/dat/

v]aoB |

()Y Jl§

v IxopB)
B|:JM43

v [85oB

BJZDTMEj
:)BJ

/>v E]
1) Ef

/5ov
>®
/~o]) +
>®

EVfv |
EN[1J

VWZJED

29

[dejra]

[dejri]

[dewer ]
[dober]

[dekar]

[dokar]

[bedek]
[bhetek]

[badli]

[batli]

pit’

‘old woman’

‘run’

‘buffalo’

‘show’

‘Intimidate’

‘duck’

‘miss’

‘bucket’

‘bottle’

Jump’

‘husk’

‘tooth’

1187

0240

1346
0349

1348

1454

0373
1486

0975

0573

1308
1307

0010



Bhili Phonology

/qb

/ah/

Ir/

/rat/

/gada/
/gora/

/med/

/mer/

md/
/udar/

fundir/

/dud/
/dPund/

It
/dPew/
/1t hew/
/dh/
/dPes/
/dPas/
/1/
/rew/
/lew/

/dziral

— |Dl:)

MDV—|D
Moo™
—b

*oV |
*o— |

=v [o— |
=tv I®

wWivl
ooVEV |

GS_:)X:)
TM\XD

0oO=>

(])):)E:)

S xo
TOXD

oO— |

30

‘night’

‘club’

‘fair’

‘honey’
‘die’

‘credit’

¢

rat’

‘milk’

‘drowsiness’

‘wash’

‘keep’

‘collapse’

‘cough’

‘play b
‘bring’

‘cumin’

1207

0910
1131

0607
1437

0971
0339

0601
1203

1370
1362

1434
0920

1316
1284

0231



/dzilla/

/gar/

/gal/
Is/ 1§/
/sap/

/§ap/

/lasu/
/aSal

/res/
Iref§/
/sl €3/
/suk/
£ uk/

/asu/
/itiw

/was/

fwaty/
/sl /dz/

/sari/

/dzaril

Dot
oD

Moo—
Mooto

=DOD{D
0o>{>

+o=o
+50oD

-
—™ |95

=—>VE/
YoVEJ

o=
<YV

XDD=D
XDODYD

=558 |

>of [®

31

[wat]]
[sari]

[dzari]

‘district’

‘hailstone’

‘cheek’

‘snake’

‘print’

‘tear’

‘like this’

‘soup’

‘line on note’

‘d’y’

‘mistake’

‘tear’

‘scorpion’

‘smell’

‘read’

‘sari’

fat (fem)’

0123

0140

0040

0380
1338

0037
1489

0596
0913

1452
0699

0037
0382

0674
1378

1092

0244



Bhili Phonology

/lasa/

/ ao’fga/

Iphes/
/phedz/
/51 €3/
/§ak/
£ ak/

/u§i/
fut i/
/51 /dz/
/§ik/
/dzik/

/aSal

/ acfga/
4.1.3 Retroflex
1t/ /q/

/1 oker/
/dokar/
/khedda/

/khota/

1t/ /thy
/tak/

+D=0D
+DCOD

YTMJ'ED
YTMIQD

0-oE/
Z:):)EI

=0o®
=2>®

>0>oE]
SooF]

+50o>
+D¢OD

]J DTMEJ'

B |DTMEI
o )

9oPp b
VoDO™]

Jo
1) oE[
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[toker]

[dokar]

[khedda]
[khota]

[tak]

‘hope’
‘grand father’

‘foam’

‘rice water’

‘curry’

‘wheel’

‘pillow’
‘high (fem)’

‘sneeze’

win’

‘like this’
‘grand father’

‘bamboo’

‘intimidate’

pit

‘lie’

‘pour’

0502
0303

1118
0599

0598
1063

0561
1490

1341
1345

1489
0303

0161

1454

1186
0769

1280



/P ok/

/patal
/patta/

/tat/

Itath/
It/ Ir/

/1 ikam/

/rikama/

/gotal

/goral

/pot/

/por/

/q/ 1q/
/das/
/dPas/

/d/ ma/
1£3eddi/

o™E|

{:):)]J D

{o> o

1:):)])
oo )

ol Elo
*>
o> IE/
Dé¢D

M>oo™]

Moo™

33

[tPok]

[pata]
[patha]

[tat]
[tat”]

[tikam]

[rikama]

[gota]

[gora]

[das]
[d"as]

[£3eddi]

‘knock’

‘grinding stone’

‘early morning’

‘plate’
‘tight’

‘crow-bar’

‘empty’

‘rounded stone’

‘fair’

‘belly’

‘daughter’

‘mosquito’

‘cough’

‘pant’

1485

0969
1210

1064
0722

0081

0727

0657

1131

0013

0298

1487
0920

0985



Bhili Phonology

€3 endw/

/d/ Ir/
/dag/
/rag/

/khedda/
/kbora/

Irl It/
/waral

/wara/

Igher/
Igher/
/4y It/
/khedda/
/kheru
It/ It/
/wetal

/wartal

Iwet/
Iwert/

Z:)T'V'QB\/
J

B IbM>
— M

9opp b
¥o— b
XD |
xooP o

[1o— |
158 |

9P o
9BV |

XD],} D
xo0P o

><:>]J
xoB |

34

[Sendu]

[khedda]

[khora]

[wara]

‘ball’

‘scar’

‘anger’

¢

pit’

‘true’

‘wind’

‘cow shed’

‘house’
‘make’
‘pl‘t’

‘chalk’

‘outside of house’

‘cow shed’

(lip)

‘banyan tree’

0568

0680
0665

1186
0702

0107

0517

0056
1444

1186
0641

1233
0517

0038
1016



n /el
/dzala/

/dzaral

lpel/

/pet/
v Ir/

/mo i/

/mori/

/gal/
/gar/

v 11/
/kola/

/kola/

fukhel/
fukPel/
I I/
/ke| i/
/keji/

/gal/

gD:JZJ D
oo o

{DZU
{op) |

¢ODO™>
J®)
¢ODO™
—l®

Moo= J

Moo—

¢cOD2 Jo

oo o

—9->) )
=9¥o1>

El>/®)
Eja>o® |

¢cOD=2 Jo

35

[kola]

[kola]

[ukPel]
[ukPel]

[keli]
[keji]

‘net’

fall’

‘bundle of woods’

‘bath room’

‘filter’

‘hailstone’

‘mortar’

‘carry’

‘bud’

‘Where’

‘filter’

0557

0243

1345
1465

1151

0518

1322

0140

0203

0324

0062
1393

0224
0798

1322



Bhili Phonology

/gaj/
4.1.4 Palatals
1£31 /dz/
1£3ew
/dzew/

/kotlal

/kedza/

rwaty/
Iwadz/
1dz/ /dzh/
/dzel/
/dzhel/

/o’fge t/
/dztar/
/dz/ mdz/
/pucfga/
/perﬁ%a/

/wadz/

fwandz/
/31 1wl

/wer/

/jer/

cooPp)o

YDOXD
COXD

Ejo™y
D
EJ o)

XDODXD
XDDCD

O™MES
/o™t

=TJ
Z>op)

{=>V ¢oOD
{580

XDDECD
XDODECD

XDO— |
Ao |

36

[gaj]

cow

‘taste’

‘leech’

‘one eyed’

‘quarrel’

‘read’

‘ring’

‘prison’

‘catch’

‘heavy’

‘tree’

‘worship’

‘palm’

‘ring the bell’

‘barren’

‘above’

‘well’

0334

0662
0409

0261

0666

1378
1403

1057
1369

0650
0168

0489
0016

1089
0313

0844
0112



/deja/

/dawa/

/gaj/

/gaw/

V—| ADD
vV bxoo

Mooa
-
Mooxo

37

[deja]

[dawa]

[gaj]

[gaw]

‘pit)} bl
‘tether’

cow’

‘village’

0951
0567

0334

0055



Bhili Phonology

4.1.5 Velars

K/ Ig/
/kot/
/got/

/baki/
/bage/

/rak/
/rag/

IR/ /kh/
/kot/
/khor/

/mekki/

/makPi/

/duk/
/duk b/
g/ Igh/
/gall
Ighal/

EI DTM]J
M>o>o™]

/~>E[®
/S>DMD

— |:>EJ
— |:>M

EJ' S™™B |
¥o>O™f

+>OFEE|

¢ODO0D

vV |E/
v 195

Moo1io
[Iooto

38

[mekki ]

[mak!i]

[duk]
[duk®]

‘fort’

‘story’

‘credit’

‘slow’

‘ash’

‘anger’

‘leprosy’

‘defect’

‘pain’

‘sorrow’

‘cheek’

‘wear’

1130
0651

1491
0745

0148
0665

1259
1192

0199

0402

0697

0693

0040
1389



/gar/

Ighar/

Igl g/
/pegar/

/palj,\gE r/

/dzeg/

/dzeng/
/kh/ Igh/

/kham/

Ighan/

/khal/
Ighal/
4.1.6 Glottal
IR/ /h/
/kaj/
/haj/

Moo—

HDD—”

[gar]

[ghar]

{oM [pegar]

ODO—

{o> [panger]

OM>D
|

o)\Y )
OLMD

VoD eD
I[Iooe
)

() |
[+

EIDA:J
|JDAD
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[d3eg]
[dzeng]

[kham]

[gham]

[khal]
[ghal]

‘hailstone’

‘kite’

‘salary’

‘cover the bed sheet’

‘live’

‘rust’
‘pillar’

‘sweat’

‘under’

‘wear’

‘what’

‘this’

0114

0365

0897

1326

1402
0862

0515
0053

0845
1371

0838
0719



Bhili Phonology
/pikar/
/pahar/
1jek/
/jeh/

Ig/ /h/
/gar/
/har/
/pegar/
/pahar/

/reg/
/rah/

4.1.7 Nasals

/m/ /n/

/mi|a/

/nila/

/ama/

/ana/

S{>E/> [pikar]

=1y

=

‘DTMEJ' [jek]
as™|]  [ien]

Moo— [gar]

[Jo—| [har]

{>M>o> [pegar]

{>>|)

op

—~M>  [reg]

=

|| [roh]

+oeD [ame]
+oEod  [ans]

40

‘make ripe’

‘mountain’

¢

one’

‘these’

Hailstone’

‘garland’

‘salary’

‘mountain’

‘Dlanket’

‘stay’

‘fair’

‘blue’

we

and’

1385

0120

1492
0829

0140

1467

0897

0120

0537
1493

1120

0617

0808
0855



/gum/
/gun/

m/ Iw/
/mag/
/wag/

/o%emaj/

/dzewaj/

/kbham/

/khaw/

/n/ md/

/dPene/

/dPenda/

/dPen/

/dbund/

/n/ mdz/

/gana/

/garj&%i/

MoV eD
MoVES

¢ ODOM

XDODOMD

cCOeDD
AD
CDOXDD
AD

VoD eD
VDODXD

() Yetm{ %)
ooév b

() Yl

ooVEV ]

MooEo

\Y e

41

[mag]

[wag]

[dzemaj]

[dzewaj]

[gana]

[gandzi]

‘busy’

‘quality’

‘foot step’

‘tiger’

‘yawning’

‘son-in-law’

‘pillar’

‘eatable’

‘coriander’

‘business’

‘wealth’

‘drowsiness’

‘song’

‘a kind of bird’

0721

0673

1110

0347

1038

0300

0515
1104

0233
0883

1022
1203

0946

1242



Bhili Phonology

/man/

fwandz/

m/ md/

/kona/

/kondal

/man/
/maﬁﬂ/

m/ g/

/ana/

Jangi/

/man/

/maﬁb/

md/ mdz/

fundir/

/aﬁa%ir/

H>®

¢ODED
XDDECD

E[o™ES

D)
EJo™ER

¢o2ED

o8 |

+oE0
+DCM
DO®

*ODED
1)

=tv I®
= |
+oE¢o
®— |

42

[kona]

[konda]

[man]
[mand ]

[ano]

[angi]

[man]

[mang]

‘neck’

‘barren’

‘whose’

‘paddy dust’

‘neck’

(put)

‘and’

‘frock’

‘neck’

(beg’

0044
0313

0835

0586

0044
1470

0855
0998

0044
1438

0339

0208



band/
foundz/

md/ /md/

/kanda/

/kondal

band/
/band/

md/ /gl

/mundi/

/mungi/

band/
Hoaﬁé/

mdz/  md/

/gandzi/

/gund,i/

/50EV |
/SNED

Ef |:>§v1

EJo™Ep

/50EV |
/>oEB |

*+oVE

V]
+ VD

/50EV |
/SDOM

\Y e
S® |
MoVER
J®

43

‘bind’

’

‘bury

‘onion’

‘paddy dust’

‘bind’

‘arrow’

‘ring’

‘ant

‘bind’

‘towards’

‘a kind of bird’

‘button’

1416
1395

0210

0586

1416
0908

0074

0397

1416
0781

1242

0162



Bhili Phonology

foundz/
band/

mds/ gl

/wandz/

/bang/

g/ /md/

/IIlU.I_]Agi/

/mar{fii/

/malj-g\;/

/mar{fi/
4.2 Vowels

4.2.1 Vowel Quality

11/ lel

/NED |
/>oEB |

XDODECD

/SDOM

IS %
Mo®
*+ooE |

Y Y1)

o8 |
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[mupgi ]

[mandi]

[mang]

mand, ]

L |

’

‘bury

‘arrow’

‘barren’

‘towards’

ant’

(lap’

‘beg

(put)

1378
0908

0313

0781

0397

0051

1438

1470



11/ el

/sicfgat/

/secfgat/

/mori/

/more/

DCOXD
O™x>

1O®
IDTM

D=DCD

:>B|

=DCOD

Bl

¢ODO™
—l®
¢ODO™

—J |
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[mori]

[more]

‘louse’

‘eat

‘she’

‘they’

‘boil’

‘decorate’

‘bath room’

‘front’

0388
1313

0819
0820

1292

1459

0518

0879
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11/ /el

/nila/

/nalal

/dPeni/

/dPens/

/el /al

/petal

/patal

Itel
Ital

lel el
Igher/
Igher/

Itel
Itel

/al /el

Iwas/

wes/

E-@>)  [nilal

Eo52)o  [nelal

OoEO® [dieni]
oot [diens]

{o™]) [peta]

{:):)]J D [pata]

o™ [tel]
oD [ta]
[Io™—s | [gher]
[Io—| [gter]
o™ [tel
b [tel]

xoo=> [was]
XDO=D [W'QS ]

46

‘blue’

‘hole’

‘master’

‘coriander’

‘a kind of tree’

‘grinding stone’

‘they’
‘that’

‘surround’

‘house’

‘they’
‘then’

‘smell’

‘dew’

0617

1234

0479
0233

1292

1459

0820
0804

1428
0056

0820
1094

0674
0141



lal =)

/kari/
/ker i/

/pawna/

/pawna/

/al /ol

/pat/
/pot/

/el =Y

/keri/
/ker i/

/teme/
/tuma/

lal /ol

Iphuk/

| )

1D

E[-B |®
E[B®

{DDxD
Eoo
{DDxD

EoD

{:):)]J

{oo™]

10D
1oDO™

ElB ®
ElB ®

El ®
El ®

YIVE/
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L | L |
i+ i+

[kari]
[kori]

[pawna]

[pawna]

‘that’
‘then’

‘match stick’

‘door chain’

‘brother-in law

‘guest’

“ kind of curry’

‘door chain’

so’

you (pl)’

‘blow’

0804
1094

0563
1085

0293

0413

0046
0013

0804
0818

1082
1085

0859
0814

1383
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/phok/

la/ el

lal /ol

/pulaja/

/pelajal

/ketru/
/kera/

/ol /el
/kor/
/ker/

Itol
Itel

Y[>™E]
1oV

1DoDO™

v 9o
v 9o

1oV
DY

{DViD
DA&DD

{D+>o>
ADD

E/RV |
EIRD |
EI:)T'V'%

El— |

1DoDO™

DY
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[ketu]
[kero]

‘pain’

see

you’

‘then’

‘early morning’

‘paddy straw’

‘bitter’

‘towards’

‘eye corner’

1411

0813
0818

1405
1365

0813

1094

1209

0580

0706
0780

1405

1365

0818
1094



/ol =)

/kot3al

/kotlal

5. Syllable structure

5.1 Syllable types

Bhili has four distinct syllable types. They are V, CV, VC and CVC. There are no

E[o™y
D D)
EIZ:):)

‘one eyed’

‘unripe’

word initial or word final CC clusters and no CCC and VYV clusters in Bhili words

5.2 Distribution of syllables in words

5.2.1 Monosyllabic words

All of these syllables types can occur as monosyllabic words:

\"
/abut/
/itiw
Cv
/1el
/tol
vC
fat b/
lat/
cvcC
/pot/
/man/

5.2.2 Disyllabic words
V.CV /u.nal/

+/5V]
J

<>

i:)TM
1DoDO™

)

+opB |

{oo™]
J

¢ODED

=EDD
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‘cloud’

‘scorpion’

‘take’
‘he y

‘arise’

‘small well’

‘belly’

‘neck’

‘heat’

0261

0725

0104

0382

1373
0818

1288
0113

0013

0044

0689
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V.CVC

VC.CV
VC.CVC

CV.VC

Cv.CV
CVv.CVC

CVC.CV

CVC.CVC

5.2.3 Three Syllable words

V.CV.CV

V.CV.CVC

VC.CV.VC

V.CVC.CV

CV.CV.CV

CV.CVC.CV

CVC.CV.CV

/a.pun/ +o{oVE [apun]
-
/am. ba/ +oe/>> [amba]
/aj.pet/ +oan{> [ajpet]
D
Iwo. us/ XODOM== [wous]
-
Iwa. ral xooB > [wara]
/pi.kel/ D{DETMJ [pikel]
D
/por. ja/ {o>™a [porja]
oM
/nas.nar/ ﬁDDEDﬁ [nasnar ]
S5 |
—®
/a.gu.dar/ +SMoY
v |
/art. dSU. an/ +DB |g:)
V+oE>
/la. §ek. te/ +50-F1
1%
/go.tha.ri/ Moo ™
o= ®
/mo. sem. bi/ ¢ ODOM=
D¢O®

50

we’
‘mango’
‘status’
‘daughter-in-law’
‘cow shed’
‘ripen’
‘boy’
‘dancer’
[adzari] ‘sick’
[agudar] ‘before’
[ atd%uan] ‘tin aged’
[afekta] ‘weak’
~ [gothari] ‘spider’
[mosembi ] ‘orange’
[dhejrija] ‘old man’

1036

0176
1043

0299

0517
0753

0236

0450

0241

0795

0452

0249

0400

0182

0239



CV.CV.CVC

CV.CVC.CVC

CVC.CV.CVC

CVC.CVC.CV

/&Ba.na.wer/

/go.gel.gaj/

/pek. §i.wad/

/khaw.gul. ja/

5.2.4 Four syllable words

V.CV.CV.CV

V.CVC.CV.CV

V.CVC.CVC.CV

VC.CVC.CV.CV

CV.CV.CV.CV

CVC.Cv.Cv.ev

Cv.Ccv.cvc.ev

la.ja.pi.ja/

/la.gen.ga. i/

la.ger.bet.ti/

/aﬁb.bej.li.ja/

/da.ru.ba.dza/

/gad,.da.ko.bi/

/khe. ra.dziw. na/

51

==
¢coODED
SXD—> |
M>oo™
MotoM
DDOAMD
{oEd>
®Xx>OoV |
VDODXD
MoV+>
ADD

[dzanawer]

[gogelgaj]

[pekfiwad]

[khawgulja]

+o>ao>{ [ajapija]
D®&eDD
+OMDE
)Y ] §}
®
+DOM>H—
J5uo®
+DMY/
DADDT
DADD
vibllo
T )
M>ooB B
SE[>™
DO®
o— b

[agengari]

[agerbetti]

[aﬁbbejlija]

[daruba&%a]

[gaddakobi ]

[kheradziwna]

‘animal’

‘snail’

‘paralysis’

‘greedy’

‘sprain’

‘train’

‘incense’

‘partner’

‘drunkard’

‘cabbage’

‘honest’

0320

0407

0930

1044

1255

1250

0182

0420

0466

0213

1167
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CV.CV.CV.CVC /kbPe.ri.sa.ker/

CV.CVC.CV.CV /la.kPer.ki. ja/

5.2.5 Five syllable word

CV.CV.CV.CV.CV  /ma.se.ma.ri. ja/

52

DCOXDE
)

9op [®=
S55E[— |
+55E[B |
E/®a>5>

[kherisaker]

[lakPerkrja]

¢OO=> [masemarrja]
¢ODD—

|4:>:>

0608

‘sugar candy’

0422

‘wood cutter’

‘fisher man’ 0429



6. Distribution of Phonemes in words

6.1 Consonants

6.1.1 Word initial consonants

All the consonant except /Ij.(\;l/ /Ifdg/ /I{fi/ /13?;/ /t/ and /1/ occur word initially.

o/

Iph/
1o/

/o?/

It/
It
/d/
/ab
1t/
112/

/q/
/qn/

k/

/Kby
/gl

/por/

/phok/
/bajko/

/bPari/

Itap/
/tPan/
/dar/
/dPukul/

It ak/
/tPok/
/d.oka/
/d.rekun/

/kola/

/kherek/
/gekra/

{oo™—>

|
Y[>™E[

/bDA:)EJ

DTM
foo— |
®
1DDO{D
ADDeD
V—|D—) |

ooVEN[+

]:j SEJ
o™E][

B I>™E[>

¢TM)E\/I§

Ef DM+
-
9o |E/

M>™B [E

[

[por]

[p"ok]
[bajko]

[bhari]

[tap]
[tham]
[dar]
[dPhukul]

[tak]
[thok]
[doka]

[dhekun]

[kola]

[kherek]
[gekra]

‘girl’
‘sow’

‘Wl‘fe’

‘beautiful’

‘fever’
‘stop’
‘door’

‘smoke’

‘pour’
‘knock’
‘head’

’

‘bug

‘fox’

‘stone’

‘tree ant’

0237

1427
0310

0256

0916
1281
0058
0147

1280
1485
0002
0390

0324

0143
0389
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Igh/
€3/
/dz/
/dzh/
/m/
/n/

/s/

15/
/h/

Ir/
Iw/

11/

15/

Ighar/
1£3aj/
/o%eg/
/dztep/
/ma j/

/naga/
/sopa/

/§en/

/haren/
/rewen/
/wet/

/lakur/

/jek/

6.1.2 Word medial consonants

All the consonants except /b?/ /dr/ /gh/ and /c%h/ occur word medially.

o/

Iph/
1o/

/kopra/

/nepha/
Jabut/

/natni/

latPer/

[Ioo— | [ghar] ‘kite (bird)’
yooao [tlaj] ‘bite (dog)’
)Y [dzeg] ‘world’
7Zo™{> [dztep] ‘swim’
eODAD [maj] ‘mother’
EooMo [naga] ‘naked’
D
=>ODO™{D [sopa] ‘easy’
D
8:)”"&:) [§en] ‘cow dung’
|J3% |§ [haren] ‘deer’
D
— |><D§D [rewen] ‘same’
XDO1D [wet] ‘pour’
+>oEY I[S [lakur] fire wood’
aO™E[  [Jek] ‘one’
EIDTM{D [kopra] ‘corner’
— |:>
ﬁ:)Tb [nepha] ‘profit’
+oo\]  [abut] ‘cloud’
§3313§ [natni] ‘grand daughter’
D®
+oAO— [atter] ‘spread (bed)’
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0365
1304
0131
1381
0277
0747

0775

0548
0329

1114

1279

0060

1492

1179

0904
0104

0306

1281



/d/
/b

1t/

b/
/q/

/k/
/Kby
/gl
€3/
/dz/

/m/

fudi/
/pardhi/

/bhamta/

/patta/
/wedaj/

/bajko/
/akPur/
/nager/
/kotlal
/a(fgun/
/Semt i/

/uni/

/kPanda/

/perfdga/
/konda/

/dungal

/musel/

55

[patha]
[weda]]

[bajko]

[ak"ur]

‘white ant’

‘hunter’

‘thief’

‘early morning’

‘thief’

(Wl:fe)

‘short’

‘plough’

‘one eyed’

‘again’

‘stick’

‘hot’

‘soldier’

‘palm’

‘paddy dust’

‘boat’

‘pestle’

0387
0474

0438

1210
0440

0310

0253

0087

0261

0973

0159

0734
0031

0016
0586

1149

0063
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15/

/h/
Ir/

It/

Iw/

11/

1/
15/

/dufer/

/dzeher/
/por ja/

I£liral
/kawer/
/pala/

/walu/

/muk ja/

6.1.3 Word final consonants
All the consonants except /b"/ /t®/ /d®//d/ 1dP/ I1gP/ /c%h/ occur word finally.

o/
Iph/
o/
1t/

1t/
b/
/k/

/kb/

/dztep/
Iguph/
/dzib/
/mejit/

/haled/

/pot/
/mut P/
/nek/
/mik?/

AD

vy ]go™ [dufer]
- |

)| [dseher]
{oo™— [porja]
45D

yo®B| [fliral
)

Efoxof [kawet]
|

{oo+> [pala]
)

xoo>V]  [walu]
¢oVE/a [mukja]
oD

7o™{> [dzPep]
MoNVY]  [gup®]
oo [dsib]
eoDaDL [mejrt]
D)

| J>aov  [haled]
]

{DDTM]J [pot]
ooV ) [muth]
ESE| [nek]
SEo9o  [nik?]
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‘yoke’

‘poison’

’

‘boy

‘bird’

‘door’

‘leaf’

‘sand’
‘dumb’

‘swim’
‘weave’
‘tongue’
‘death’

‘turmeric’

‘belly’
fist’

‘finger nail’

¢ ’

nit

0091

1028
0236

0321

0059

0169

0144
0255

1381
1425
0011
0508

0221

0013
1108
0324
0395



/gl Iwag/ xOOM>  [wag] ‘tiger’
€31 I£3it}/ SyYoyS [£3it}] ‘tamarind’
/dz/ /predz/ i;Mjg:) [phedz] ‘rice water’
Im/ /gPam/ [Iooeo [gham] ‘sweat’
In/ /bejin/ /S™MHa>  [bejin] ‘sister’
D
md/ /drund/ ooV éV—| [dhund] ‘drowsiness’
mdz/  /foundz/ />VEco  [bunds] ‘bury’
/md/ /band/ /50ER | [band ] ‘arrow’
/gl lang/ +o@M>  [ang] ‘body’
/sl Iwes/ XO=D [wes] ‘dew’
1§/ Ire§/ _yT™ |a:) [ref] ‘line (note)’
/h/ /jeh/ ao™|]  [jeh] ‘these’
Ir/ /koper/ E[o™ {> [koper] ‘elbow’
S
It/ /kurarg/ EN|—= b [kurat] ‘axe’
Il /dziw/ g@DXD [dziw] ‘louse’
/1/ /d"hukul/ o-oVEV[+ [dPukul] ‘smoke’
)
1/ /mul/ *o\>) [mul] ‘root’
13/ Itejl Ll =) [tei] ‘there’
6.2 The Frequency of Consonant Phonemes
The following table shows the number of occurrences of the Bhili consonant
phonemes in word initial, medial and final position.
Phonemes Word Initial Word Medial Word Final
Ipl 112 56 21
IpP/ 34 8 2

57

0347
0187
0599
0053
0279

1203
1395
0908
0001
0141
0913
0829
0014

0068

0388
0147

0172
0803
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/ol 87 49 6
/oh/ 41 - -
1t/ 67 79 27
thy 9 9 -
/d/ 58 42 13
/dh/ 23 - -
11/ 19 86 40
LB/ 6 10 7
14/ 24 8 -
/d.h/ 8 - -
/k/ 123 127 60
/kB/ 49 30 11
/gl 73 62 19
Igh/ 21 - _
€3/ 70 22 5
/dz 55 45 23
/C%h 12 _ -
/m/ 100 70 24
/n/ 60 106 77
md/ - 26

mdz/ - 7 2
md/ - 22

g/ - 32 18
/sl 100 81 44
/51 17 22 1
/h/ 35 3 2
It 34 194 115
Il - 115 83
1wl 68 113 29
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/1/ 35 102 46
I/ - 51 47
15/ 18 141 41

6.3 Consonant clusters

6.3.1 Chart of word-medial clusters.

There are no word initial and word final consonant cluster in Bhili words. The
following table shows the distribution of consonants in word medial consonant

clusters.
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Second Member

o)

T
=3
(on
(on
=3
i+
(—F
=
[oR

d" |t

kh

T
—_
)

- 1

o]

o
)

h

o

i+

1

1

1

1
W

1

1

1

1

i+
=
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

10,
[u—y

oy
jmp

,__Q.ag—i-g—i-
j=n
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

qh - - - - - - - - -

[ 2

n|s BBy B | B | &y Oy Q@ |@Q | N[
- 22’38 V||| = =
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bh

T

'th

dh

kh
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n -] - -1t - - -] - N N 1

B L -

® -1 -1 - -1 -1 - -1

S -1 - - 36 - - -1 - I R R

S - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

h - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

r 3 1 - 2 |1 - - - - I{-111- 1

T 1|1 o133 - ] - A I I -

w - - -7 -1 -1 -1- -1 -1515 3

1 1 - - L] -1 - - - - -l - -] - 7

1 - |- - ]2 - - - |- N T -

i -1 - N N - -1 - - -T4T6 4

Here some examples are given below of the word-medial consonant clusters in the

Bhili language.

/pn/ /papni/ |{DD{D [papni ] ‘eyelid’ 0035
EO®

Itg/ /gurgal |M:>\/[3 | [gutgal ‘knee’ 0049
Moo

/pr/ /seprijal =>{oD [seprija] ‘roof’ 0057
— |aoo

/Tn/ /dz"arni/ ZooB ¢ [dz"arni] ‘broom’ 0061
o®

Iwd/ /wawden/ XOOXDOV [wawden] ‘storm’ 0138
=

Ist/ /istw/ <=1 [istu] fire’ 0145

/mt/ /Semt i/ do™eo] [femti] “stick’ 0159
J®

mt/ /panta/ {DD%]J [panta] ‘leaf’ 0171
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/rl/

/dr/

Irjl

13t/

Itk/

/kj/

/wn/

/ir/

/t1/

Ipt/

/sr/

Ipt/

/dr/

/ky/

/karla/
/adrek/
/porjal
/dhejri/
/butka/
/muk ja/
/f}ewna/
/bejral
/matleg/
/sopti/
/wasru/
/sept i/
Isedrijal

/gekra/

Ejo— [
DD
+ov = |

{oo™a
DDON

ooa>B |

/~N1JEJ

0:)\/EJA
oD

YoOxXoED

/O™MaD
> b
) f
Mo
=>DO™{1
D®

X:IDE:%L

=o™{]J

=My | B |

®ao>D

M>S™E[R

>

63

[karla]

[adrek]

[porja]

[dhejri]

[bejra]

[natleg]

[sopti]

[wasru]

[septi]

[sedr1jal]

[gekra]

‘bitter gourd’

‘ginger’

(boy)

‘old woman’

‘short’

‘dumb’

(ugly)

‘deaf’

‘relative’

‘friend’

(Calf)

‘tail’

‘earth worm’

‘tree ant’

0206

0229

0236

0240

0254

0255

0259

0263

0274

0317

0326

0352

0383

0389
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/or/ /babrija/
gj/ /wagja/
/pl/ /sipla/
/sn/ /nasnar/

/rdh/ /pardhi/

Irsl/ /larsal
/it/ I£3ajtis
et/ /papri/
/mb/ /ambet/
6.4 Vowels

6.4.1 Distribution of Vowels in V syllables

/itiw
Jabut/
fu§il

/55— |
®a>DD
XDODMD
ADD
=D>®{1t>
D
Eoo=0¢
> |
{:x3—+|
oo®
+o— =
D
2XDODAD]
J®
{oo{oB
®
+>e1)

[babrzja]

[wagja]

[sipla]

[nasnar]

[pard”i]

[arsa]

[papri]

[ambet ]

6.4.2 Distribution of Vowels in CV syllables.

/mi/
/lel
/pala/

<Y/ [1i.t3u]
1)) [a.but]
=0H® [u.§i]
+O® [mi]
+T™ [le]
{ooto [pa.la]
)
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‘winged ant’

‘spider’

‘conch’

‘dancer’

‘hunter’

‘mirror’

‘spoon’

‘pancake’

‘sour’

‘scorpion’
‘cloud’

‘pillow’

‘take’
‘leaf’

0392

0399

0412

0450

0474

0529

0550

0603

0728

0382
0104
0561

0807
1373
0561



/bage/ ASOM>o  [ba.ge] ‘slow’

%,
/dzewe/ COXDD [dze.we] ‘while’
/matu/ E_,DDID\/ [na.tu] ‘grand son’
/noko/ ES5D™E[  [no.ko] no’

—T™

6.4.3 Distribution of Vowels in VC syllables.

listu/ <=1V [is.tu] fire’
fang/ +o>@M>  [ang] ‘body’
/un/ ng | [un] ‘sunshine’
6.4.4 Distribution of Vowels in CVC syllables.
/nic%/ &,3@@3 [nicfg] ‘sleep’
/§en/ aDTMéD [§en] ‘cow dung’
/dzharnar/ 7Z-ooPB | [d3zPar.nar] ‘sweeper’
Eoo— |
/pambar/ {33 ¢/ [pam. bar] ‘plough’
S5 |
/lewker/ +5x>F[ [lew.ker] ‘quick’
N
foPuj/ foVa> [b"uj] ‘floor’
/por/ {oo™ [por] ‘girl’
— |
7. Stress

In Bhili, Stress is not phonemic and not found to be contrastive. Bhili is a syllable
timed language so the syllables are evenly stressed.
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0745

0860
0305
1048

0145
0001
0989

1454

1373

0442

0089

0686

0519
0237
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8. Practical alphabet

e There are no different scripts in Marathi for [d ] and [ ] so in Bhili also we have

used only one script (B) for both of them. But for our analysis in our data we

have shown both as phonemes.

A list of the phonemes with their corresponding orthographic symbols is given

below.
8.1 Vowels
1%} a u (@]
+ +D = +>oO™
8.2 Consonants
Kk kb g gt
EJ (V) Mo IIo
t3 dz dz®
XD () />
t th d gn n
1D AD V] Q) ED
T th d dn
1J ) B ¢/
P ph b bh m
{D Y[ /D fo [ Ju)
J r 1 1
AD — | ZJ o
S § h
=5 b ) | J

66




W T
XD Bl

We are using the half ‘&D’ to symbolize the homorganic nasals to help transfer to

Marathi.

—~.

d nd3 nd, g

Ev Eco &8 | EMS

e,
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