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Introduction: 

1.1 Introduction to Language 

This phonological analysis outlines the phonemic system of the Bhili language.  The 

language of Bhil people is called as Bhili.  There is a dilemma to name this tribal 

group. When we asked the people of the same group regarding their original name of 

the group, the people answered “there is no other name for our group and we are the 

original Bhil group in India so we call ourselves as Bhili”.  Some people of other 

groups answered that they are ‘Khandeshi Bhili’ since they live in the Khandesh 

area.  But the Maharashtra government refers them as “Barde Bhili” in the book 

called 

“♦⊃⊃→⊃≠]⌡ℜ→⊃ι⊃±⊃ +ξ⊃√≡⊃√⊇Σ⊃ι⊃ Ι⊃ϕ⊃ +
⊃η⊃ +ξ⊃√≡⊃√⊇Σ⊃ι⊃ (+⊃⊇ν×⊃⊃≡⊃) ς⊃♦⊃⊃ι⊃”, 
written by Dr. Govind Gare.  Anyhow for this language project we have given the 

name for this group as “Bhili”.  This Bhil tribal group lives in Dhule and Nasik 

district of Maharashtra.  They are mostly in Sakri and Nizampur taluks of Dhule and 

Satana taluk of Nasik districts. According to the 1991 census the Bhili population in 

these areas is 906696.  We have started the sociolinguistic survey and this research 

in the year of 2002 and it is still continuing.  This analysis is based on 1470 Bhili 

words. The Bhili language is Indo-Aryan and the neighboring languages are Marathi, 

Ahirani, Kukna, Mauchi. The sate language is Marathi.  

1.2 Symbols and Abbreviation 

The following symbols and abbreviations are used for the phonetic transcription in 

this write up. All the phonetic symbols used in this write up are from the 

International Phonetic Alphabet. 

 

[  ] phonetic data 

/  / phonemic data 

. syllable break between consonants 

~ Nasalization 

: full length 

C Consonant 

V Vowel 

        Sg  Singular 

Pl Plural 

Vl. Voiceless 
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Vd. Voiced 

1.3 Phoneme Chart 

1.3.1 Consonant Chart 

 Labial Coronal Retroflex Palatal Velar Glottal 

Plosives & Affricates Vl.  p  pH t5   t5H ˇ   ˇH tÉS k     kH  

                 Vd.  b  bH d5   d5H Í   ÍH dÉZ  dÉZH g  gH  

Pre-nasalized Plosives    n5Éd5  ˜ÉÍ   n5ÉdÉZ  NÉg  

Fricatives  s   S    h 
Nasals m n     

Lateral  l Ò    

Flaps  r }    

Approximants w   j   

1.3.2 Vowel Chart 

 Front Central Back 

Close 

 
i   u  

Mid e ´ o 
Open a å  

2. Interpretation  

2.1 Consonant or Vowel 

Since there is no VV cluster in Bhili words, [j] and [w]are interpreted as 

consonants and [i] and [u] are interpreted as vowels. 

 

/paj/ {⊃⊃♠⊃ [paj] ‘leg’ 0020 

/paw}a/ {⊃⊃×⊃
β⊃ 

[paw}a]  ‘razor’ 0084 

/ud5i/ =⊇ν [ud5i] ‘white ant’ 0387 
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2.2 Unit or Sequence     

Since there are no univalent CC clusters within a syllable, the aspirated sounds 

like [pH] [bH] [t5H] [d5H] [ˇH] [ÍH] [kH] [gH] and [dÉZH] are 

interpreted as units. 

/pHån/ ϒ∫ξ⊃ [pHån] ‘hoop’ 0385 

/bHat5/ ƒ⊃⊃ι⊃ [bHat5]  ‘paddy’ 0198 

/t5Huk/ λ⊃√Ε∫ [t5Huk] ‘saliva’ 0054 

/d5Hukul/ ϖ⊃√Ε√∫
±⊃ 

[d5Hukul] ‘smoke’ 0147 

/miˇH/ ⊇♦⊃ [mitH] ‘salt’ 0223 

/ÍHåg/ φΜ⊃ [dHåg] ‘cloud’ 0103 

/tÉSikHul/ ⊇Σ⊃ϑ⊃
√±⊃ 

[tÉSikHul] ‘mud’ 0149 

/gHam/ Π⊃⊃♦
⊃ 

[gHam] ‘sweat’ 0053 

/dÉZHiruÒa/ ⊇Ζ⊃↓≥
⊃ 

[dÉZHiruÒa] ‘cockroach’ 0386 

Since there are no univalent CC clusters word initially and word finally, the 

homorganic sounds like [nÉ5d5],[˜ÉÍ],[nÉ5dÉZ],[NÉg] are interpreted as units. 

/kHan5Éd5a/ ϑ⊃⊃ξν
⊃ 

[kHan5Éd5a] ‘soldier’ 0031 

/d5Hun5Éd5/ ϖ⊃√ξν [d5Hun5Éd5] ‘gridlines’ 1203 

/ma˜ÉÍi/ ♦⊃⊃ξβ
 

[ma˜ÉÍi] ‘thigh’ 0051 

/ba˜ÉÍ/ ⁄⊃⊃ξβ [ba˜ÉÍ]  ‘arrow’ 0908 

/gan5ÉdÉZuli/ Μ⊃⊃ξς
⊃√±⊃
 

[gan5ÉdÉZuli] ‘big bee’ 1232 

/wan5ÉdÉZ/ ×⊃⊃ξς⊃ [wanÉ5dÉZ] ‘barren’ 0313 
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/låNÉga/ ±⊃∅Μ
⊃⊃ 

[låNÉga] ‘petticoat’ 1007 

/aNÉg/ +⊃∅Μ
⊃ 

[aNÉg] ‘body’ 0001 

The plosives like [n5t5],[˜ˇ],[mb],[st5] are interpreted as sequences for the 

sake of economy of phonemes. Note that a syllable break comes between them.   

/nånt5år/ ξ⊃ξι⊃
→ 

[nån5.t5år] ‘after’ 0850 

/panˇa/ {⊃⊃ξ]⌡
⊃ 

[pa˜.ˇa]  ‘leaf’ 0171 

/ambåˇ/ +⊃♦⁄⊃]
⌡ 

[am.båˇ] ‘sour’ 0728 

/ist5u/ <≡ι⊃√ [is.t5u] ‘fire’ 0145 

The Affricates like [t��]and [d��]�are interpreted as units since there are no initial 

and final CC clusters.   

/tÉSitÉS/ ⊇Σ⊃Σ⊃
 

[tÉSitÉS] ‘tamarind’ 0187 

/nidÉZ/ ⊇ξ⊃ς⊃ [nidÉZ]  ‘sleep’ 1454 

Since there is no univalent VV pattern in Bhili language, the vowel 

glides are interpreted as VC.  
/paj/ {⊃⊃♠⊃

 
[pai] ‘leg’ 0020 

/bajko/ ⁄⊃⊃<Ε∫
⊃ 

[baiko]  ‘wife’ 0310 

/ajpåt5/  +⊃♠⊃{
⊃ι⊃ 

[aipåt5]  ‘status’ 1043 

/gaw/ Μ⊃⊃×⊃ [gau]  ‘village’ 0055 

/paw}i/ {⊃⊃=⊇
β 

[pau}i]  ‘hoe’ 0079 

/awkat5/ +⊃=Ε∫⊃ [aukat5]  ‘status’ 1270 
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ι⊃ 
[pp] [bb] [t5t5] [d5d5] [ˇˇ] [ÍÍ] [kk] [gg] [tÉStÉS] 

[dÉZdÉZ] [mm] [nn] [ss] [rr] and [ll] are interpreted as CC 

sequences according to the principle of economy of phonemes. There 

is a syllable break between the geminates. Also each sound in the 

pairs occurs as phonemes elsewhere. 
/appa/ +⊃{{

⊃⊃ 
[ap.pa] ‘father’ 0276 

/Íåbbi/ β⊇⁄⁄⊃
 

[dåb.bi] ‘small box’ 1003 

/påt5t5a/  {⊃ιι⊃
⊃ 

[påt5.t5a]  ‘address’ 0898 

/båd5d5ål/ ⁄⊃νν±
⊃ 

[båd5.d5ål]  ‘about’ 0849 

/wåˇˇa/ ×⊃⊥⌡
⊃  

[wåˇ.ˇa]  ‘floor’ 0520 

/kHåÍÍa/ ϑ⊃δ⊃ [kHåd.da]  ‘pit’ 1186 

/Íukkår/ β√ΕΕ
∫→ 

[Íuk.kår] ‘pig’ 0337 

/agga}i/ +ΜΜ
⊃⊃β
 

[ag.ga}i] ‘train’ 0902 

/nitÉStÉSa/ ⊇ξ⊃Σ
Σ⊃⊃ 

[nitÉS.tÉSa] ‘short’ 1247 

/udÉZdÉZåˇ/ =ςς⊃]
⌡ 

[udÉZ.dÉZåˇ] ‘bright’ 1172 

/kimmåt5/ ⊇Ε∫♦
♦⊃ι⊃ 

[kim.måt5] ‘price’ 0891 

/tÉSanni/ Σ⊃⊃ξ [tÉSan.ni] ‘star’ 0098 
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ξ⊃ 
/gussa/ Μ⊃√≡

≡⊃⊃ 
[gus.sa] ‘angry’ 0732 

/kurråˇ/ Ε√∫→
→]⌡ 

[kur.råˇ] ‘miser’ 0981 

/gållas/ Μ⊃±±
⊃⊃≡⊃ 

[gål.las] ‘tumbler’ 0542 

3. Description and Distribution of the phonemes 

All the phonemes and their allophones are listed and described. In the descriptions 

“all environments” means word initially, word medially and word finally. In the 

examples the phonemes are laid out in the same positions. 

3.1 Consonants 

3.1.1 Labial consonants: 

Plosives or stops are sounds produced with a complete closure in the vocal 

apparatus. 

/p/ [p] is a voiceless unaspirated bilabial plosive which occurs in all 

environments. 

/paj/ {⊃⊃♠⊃ [paj] ‘leg’ 0020 

/kopra/ Ε∫⊃{⊃
→⊃ 

[kopra] ‘corner’ 1179 

/kulup/ Ε√∫±⊃√
{⊃ 

[kulup] ‘lock’ 0539 

/ph/ has two allophones [f] and [ph] : 

[f] is a voiceless labio-dental fricative which occurs word medially 

and word finally and only in loan words.   

/kapHi/ Ε∫⊃⊇
ϒ∫ 

[kafi] ‘photo’ 1134 
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/gopHån/ Μ⊃⊃Μ⊃⊃Μ⊃⊃Μ⊃⊃
ϒϒϒϒ∫∫∫∫ξξξξ
⊃⊃⊃⊃    

[gofån] ‘sling’ 1204 

/ÍåpH/ βϒ∫ [dåf] ‘A musical instrument’ 1078 

  

 

 [ph] is a voiceless aspirated bilabial plosive which occurs word            

initially, word medially and only one borrowed word is found word 

finally. 

/pHeˇa/ ϒ∫]⌡⊃ [pHeˇa] ‘turban’ 0157 

/nåpHa/ ξ⊃ϒ∫⊃ [nåpHa] ‘profit’ 0904 

/gupH/ Μ⊃√ϒ∫ [gupH] ‘weave’ 1425 

/b/ [b] is a voiced unaspirated bilabial plosive which occurs in all 

environments. 

/bubuÒ/ ⁄⊃√⁄⊃√≥
 

[bubuÒ] ‘eyeball’ 0036 

/Íobå}/ β⊃⁄⊃
β 

[dobå}] ‘buffalo’ 0349 

/dÉZib/ ⊇ς⊃⁄⊃ [dÉZib] ‘tongue’ 0011 

 

/bH/ [bH] is a voiced aspirated bilabial plosive which occurs only word 

initially. Even the borrowed words are pronounced word medially and 

word finally as unaspirated.  

/bHat5/ ƒ⊃⊃ι⊃ [bHat5] ‘paddy’ 0198 

/bHiNÉg/ ⊄ƒ⊃Μ⊃ [bHiNÉg] ‘scales’ 0405 

/bHåw´ji/ ƒ⊃×⊃⊇ [bHåw´jI] ‘eyebrow’ 0034 



Bhili Phonology 

 10

♠⊃ 

/w/ has two allophones [v] and [w]: 

[w] is a voiced approximant which occurs in all environments and in free 

variation with [v], a voiced labio-dental approximant which occurs only 

word medially and word finally. 

/wara/ ×⊃⊃→
⊃ 

[wara] ‘wind’ 0107 

/nåwra/ ξ⊃×⊃→
⊃ 

[nåwra] ‘husband’ 0309 

/gaw/ Μ⊃⊃×⊃ [gaw] ‘village’ 0055 

/råwån/ →×⊃ξ
⊃ 

[råvån] ‘game’ 1114 

/d5ew/ ν×⊃ [d5ev] ‘god’ 0482 

3.1.2 Coronal Consonants 

/t5/ [t5] is a voiceless unaspirated dental plosive which occurs in all 

environments. 

/t5o˜ÉÍ/ ι⊃⊃ξ
β 

[t5o˜ÉÍ] ‘face’ 0005 

/ist5u/ <≡ι⊃√ [ist5u] ‘fire’ 0145 

/bHit5/ ⊇ƒ⊃ι⊃ [bHit5] ‘wall’ 0512 

/t5h/ [t5h] is a voiceless aspirated dental plosive which occurs only word 

initially and word medially. Even the borrowed words are pronounced 

word finally as unaspirated. 

/t5Huk/ λ⊃√Ε∫ [t5Huk] ‘saliva’ 0054 

/at5Hår/ +⊃λ⊃→
 

[at5Hår] ‘spreading bed’ 1456 
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/tÉSit5H´ri/ ⊇Σ⊃λ⊃
⊇→ 

[tÉSit5H´ri] ‘bat’ 0376 

/d5/  [d5] is a voiced unaspirated dental plosive which occurs in all 

environments.  

/d5uSer/ ν√∂⊃
→ 

[d5uSEr] ‘yoke’ 0091 

/agud5ar/ +⊃Μ⊃√
ν⊃→ 

[agud5ar] ‘before’ 0795 

/haÒåd5/ ⊃≥ν
 

[haÒåd5] ‘turmeric’ 0221 

/d5H/ [d5H] is a voiced aspirated dental plosive which occurs only word 

initially. Even the borrowed words are pronounced word medially and 

word finally as unaspirated.  

/d5Ha}/ ϖ⊃⊃β [d5Ha}] ‘send’ 1463 

/d5Håj}ija/ ϖ⊃♠⊃β
♠⊃⊃ 

[d5Håj}ija] ‘old man’ 0239 

/d5Huari/  ϖ⊃√+⊃
⊇→ 

[d5Huari] ‘fog’ 0137 

 

/n5Éd5/ [n5d5]   is a voiced dental homorganic plosive which occurs only word 

medially and word finally. 

/munÉ5d5i/ ♦⊃√ξν
 

[mun5Éd5i] ‘ring’ 0074 

/ran5Éd5/ +⊃Μ⊃√
ν⊃→ 

[ran5Éd5] ‘cook’ 1430 
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/s/ [s] is a voiceless alveolar grooved fricative which occurs in all 

environments. 

/sakru/ ≡⊃⊃Ε∫↓
 

[sakru] ‘sweet potato’ 0205 

/sasra/ ≡⊃⊃≡⊃
→⊃ 

[sasra] ‘father-in-law’ 0301 

/wås/ ×⊃≡⊃ [wås] ‘dew’ 0141 

/S/ [S] is a voiceless post-alveolar grooved fricative which occurs only 

word initially and word medially. We have found only one borrowed word 

in word final position. 

/Semˇi/ ∂⊃♦⊃
⊇]⌡ 

[Semti] ‘stick’ 0159 

/d5uSer/ ν√∂⊃
→ 

[d5uSEr] ‘yoke’ 0091 

/reS/ →∂⊃ [reS] ‘line on note’ 0913 

/r/  [r] is a voiced alveolar flapped vibrant which occurs in all environments. 

/rikama/ ⊇→Ε∫
⊃♦⊃⊃ 

[rikama] ‘empty’ 0727 

/d5Huari/ ϖ⊃√+⊃
⊇→ 

[d5Huari] ‘fog’ 0137 

/kopår/ Ε∫⊃{⊃
→ 

[kopår] ‘elbow’ 0014 

/l/ [l]   is a voiced alveolar lateral approximant which occurs in all 

environments . 

/laku}/ ±⊃⊃Ε√∫
β 

[laku}] ‘fire wood’ 0060 
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/kola/ Ε∫⊃±⊃
⊃ 

[kola] ‘fox’ 0324 

/d5Hukul/ ϖ⊃√Ε√∫
±⊃ 

[d5Hukul] ‘smoke’ 0147 

3.1.3 Retroflex Consonant 

/ˇ/ has two allophones [ˇ] and [t]: 

[ˇ] is a voiceless unaspirated retroflex plosive which occurs in free 

variation with [t], a voiceless alveolar unaspirated plosive which 

occurs in all environments. 

/ˇaklija/ ]⌡⊃Ε∫⊇
±⊃♠⊃⊃ 

[ˇaklija] ‘bald headed’ 0269 

/buˇka/ ⁄⊃√]⌡Ε∫
⊃ 

[buˇka] ‘short’ 0254 

/abuˇ/ +⊃⁄⊃√]
⌡ 

[abuˇ] ‘cloud’ 0104 

/ˇopli/ ]⌡⊃{
⊃⊇±⊃ 

[topli] ‘small basket’ 1138 

/bHamˇa/ ƒ⊃⊃♦⊃
]⌡⊃ 

[bHamta] ‘thief’ 0438 

/wåˇ/ ×⊃]⌡ [wåt] ‘lip’ 0038 

/ˇH/ has two allophones [ˇH] and [tH]: 

[ˇH] is a voiceless aspirated retroflex plosive which occurs only word 

medially and word finally and in free variation with [tH], a voiceless 

aspirated alveolar plosive. 

/aˇHi/ +⊃⊇ [aˇHi] ‘here’ 0784 
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/båˇH/ ⁄⊃ [båˇH] ‘sit’ 1409 

/ˇHajkA/ ⊃♠⊃Ε
∫⊃ 

[tHajka] ‘silent’ 1193 

/goˇHari/ Μ⊃⊃
⊃⊇→ 

[gotHari] ‘spider’ 0400 

/miˇH/ ⊇♦⊃ [mitH] ‘salt’ 0223 

 

 

 

/Í/ has two allophones [Í] and [d]: 

[Í] is a voiced unaspirated retroflex plosive which occurs only word 

initially and word medially and in free variation with [d], a voiced 

unaspirated alveolar plosive which occurs only word initially and word 

medially. 

/Íoka/ β⊃Ε∫
⊃ 

[Íoka] ‘head’ 0002 

/gHåÍ´jaÒ/ Π⊃β♠
⊃⊃≥ 

[gHåÍ´jaÒ] ‘clock’ 0546 

/Íobå}/ β⊃⁄⊃
β 

[dobå}] ‘buffalo’ 0349 

/wåÍaj/ ×⊃β⊃♠
⊃ 

[wådaj] ‘thief’ 0440 

/ÍH/ has two allophones [ÍH] and [dH]: 
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[ÍH] is a voiced aspirated retroflex plosive which occurs only word 

initially and in free variation with [dH], a voiced aspirated alveolar 

plosive which occurs only word initially. 

/ÍHilla/ ⊇φ±±⊃
⊃ 

[ÍHilla] ‘loose’ 0743 

/ÍHas/ φ⊃≡⊃ [ÍHas] ‘cough’ 0920 

/ÍHåg/ φΜ⊃ [dHåg] ‘cloud’ 0103 

/ÍHekun/ φΕ√∫ξ
⊃ 

[dHekun] ‘bug’ 0390 

/˜ÉÍ/ [˜ÉÍ]   is a voiced retroflex homorganic plosive which occurs only word 

medially and word finally. 

/ma˜ÉÍi/ ♦⊃⊃ξβ
 

[ma˜ÉÍi] ‘thigh’ 0051 

/so˜ÉÍ/ +⊃Μ⊃√
ν⊃→ 

[so˜ÉÍ] ‘trunk’ 0354 

/}/ [}] is a voiced retroflex flapped vibrant occurs only word medially 

 and word finally. 

/ha}uk/ ⊃β√
Ε∫ 

[ha}uk] ‘bone’ 0026 

/dÉZa}a/ ς⊃⊃β⊃ [dÉZa}a] ‘fat’ 0243 

/go}/ Μ⊃⊃β
 

[go}] ‘sweet’ 0609 

/laku}/ ±⊃⊃Ε√∫
β 

[laku}] ‘fire wood’ 0060 

/Ò/ [Ò] is a voiced retroflex lateral which occurs only word medially  and 

word finally. 

/haÒåd5/ ⊃≥ν [haÒåd5] ‘turmeric’ 0221 
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∫ 
/såjaÒ/ ≡⊃♠⊃⊃

≥ 
[såjaÒ] ‘crow-bar’ 1206 

3.1.4 Palatal Consonants 

/tÉS/  [tÉS] is a voiceless unaspirated palatal affricate which occurs in all 

environments.  

/tÉSikHul/ ⊇Σ⊃ϑ⊃
√±⊃ 

[tÉSikHul] ‘mud’ 0149 

/gåtÉSal/ Μ⊃Σ⊃⊃
±⊃ 

[gåtÉSal] ‘push’ 1005 

/tÉSitÉS/ ⊇Σ⊃Σ⊃ [tÉSitÉS] ‘tamarind’ 0187 

/dÉZ/ [dÉZ] is a voiced unaspirated palatal affricate which occurs in all 

environments. 

/dÉZåg/ ς⊃Μ⊃ [dÉZåg] ‘world’ 0131 

/kådÉZ´/ Ε∫ς⊃∅ [kådÉZ´] ‘why’ 0786 

/nidÉZ/ ⊇ξ⊃ς⊃ [nidÉZ] ‘sleep’ 1454 

/dÉZH/ [dÉZH] is a voiced aspirated palatal affricate which occurs only word 

initially. Even the borrowed words are pronounced word medially and 

word finally as unaspirated. 

/dÉZHep/ Ζ⊃{⊃ [dÉZHep] ‘swim’ 1381 

/dÉZHakån/ Ζ⊃⊃Ε∫ξ
⊃ 

[dÉZakån] ‘lid’ 0559 

/dÉZHiruÒa/ ⊇Ζ⊃↓≥
⊃ 

[dÉZiruÒa] ‘cockroach’ 0386 

/n5ÉdÉZ/ [n5ÉdÉZ]   is a voiced palatal homorganic plosive which occurs only word 

medially and word finally. 
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/gan5ÉdÉZi/ Μ⊃⊃ξς
⊃ 

[gan5ÉdÉZi] ‘a kind of bird’ 1242 

/bun5ÉdÉZ/ ⁄⊃√ξς⊃ [bun5ÉdÉZ] ‘bury’ 1378 

/j/ [j] is a voiced unrounded palatal approximant which occurs in all 

environments. 

/jår/ ♠⊃→ [jår] ‘well’ 0112 

/bajko/ ⁄⊃⊃♠⊃Ε
∫⊃ 

[bajko] ‘wife’ 0310 

/paj/ {⊃⊃♠⊃ [paj] ‘leg’ 0020 

3.1.5 Velar Consonants 

/k/ [k] is a voiceless unaspirated velar plosive which occurs in all 

environments. 

/kura}/ Ε√∫→⊃
β 

[kura}] ‘axe’ 0068 

/ˇokår/ ]⌡⊃Ε∫
→ 

[tokår] ‘bamboo’ 0161 

/ha}uk/ ⊃β√
Ε∫ 

[ha}uk] ‘bone’ 0026 

/kh/ [kH] is a voiceless aspirated velar plosive which occurs in all environments. 

/kHå}åk/ ϑ⊃βΕ∫ [kHå}åk] ‘stone’ 0143 

/akHu}/ +⊃ϑ⊃√
β 

[akHu}] ‘short’ 0253 

/tÉSokH/ Σ⊃⊃ϑ
⊃ 

[tÉSokH] ‘suck’ 1456 

/g/ [g] is a voiced unaspirated velar plosive which occurs in all 

environments. 
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/gu}´ga/ Μ⊃√β
Μ⊃⊃ 

[gu}´ga] ‘knee’ 0049 

/l´gin/ ±⊃⊇Μ⊃
ξ⊃ 

[l´gin] ‘marriage’ 0869 

/wag/ ×⊃⊃Μ⊃ [wag] ‘tiger’ 0347 

/gH/  [gH] is a voiced aspirated velar plosive which occurs only word 

 initially. 

/gHam/ Π⊃⊃♦
⊃ 

[gHam] ‘sweat’ 0053 

/gHubå}/ Π⊃√⁄⊃β
 

[gHubå}] ‘kite’ 0366 

/gHår/ Π⊃→ [gHår] ‘house’ 0056 

/NÉg/ [NÉg]   is a voiced velar homorganic plosive which occurs only in word 

medially and word finally. 

/maNÉg´/ ♦⊃⊃∅
Μ⊃∅ 

[maNÉg´] ‘behind’ 0846 

/dÉZaNÉg/ ς⊃⊃∅Μ
⊃ 

[dÉZaNÉg] ‘thigh’ 0050 

3.1.6 Glottal Consonants 

/h/ [h] is a voiceless glottal fricative which occurs in all environments. 

/hi}i/ ⊇⊇β [hi}i] ‘gum’ 0039 

/dÉZåhår/ ς⊃→ [dÉZåhår] ‘poison’ 1028 

/jeh/ ♠⊃ [jEh] ‘these’ 0829 

3.1.7 Nasal consonants 

/m/ [m] is a voiced bilabial nasal which occurs in all environments. 
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/man/ ♦⊃⊃ξ⊃ [man5] ‘neck’ 0044 

/komaj/ Ε∫⊃♦
⊃⊃♠⊃ 

[komaj] ‘wither’ 1420 

/gHam/ Π⊃⊃♦
⊃ 

[gHam] ‘sweat’ 0053 

/n/ has three allophones [n], [n5], and [˜]: 

 [n5] is a voiced dental nasal which occurs only in loan words. 

/nak/ ξ⊃⊃Ε∫ [n5ak] ‘nose’ 0008 

/anån5Éd5/ +⊃ξ⊃ξν
 

[an5ån5Éd5] ‘joy’ 0503 

/sån/ ≡⊃ξ⊃ [sån5] ‘festival’ 0709 

 [˜] is a voiced retroflex nasal which occurs preceding only 

 retroflex plosives. It is not found word initially and word finally. 

/panˇa/ {⊃⊃ξ]⌡
⊃ 

[pa˜ˇa] ‘leaf’ 0171 

/gonˇa/ Μ⊃⊃ξ
]⌡⊃ 

[go˜ˇa] ‘sack’ 0531 

/gHånˇa/ Π⊃ξ]⌡
⊃ 

[gHå˜ˇa] ‘bell’ 0543 

  

 

 [n] is a voiced alveolar nasal which occurs in all environments. 

/nagår/ ξ⊃⊃Μ⊃
→ 

[nagår] ‘plough’ 0087 

/tÉSåwna/ Σ⊃×⊃ξ
⊃⊃ 

[tÉSåwna] ‘ugly’ 0259 

/Sen/ ∂⊃ξ⊃ [Sen] ‘cow dung’ 0548 
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3.2 Vowels 

3.2.1 Vowel Quality 

All the vowels are laid out in the following order of syllable types in the examples 

whenever they occur:  V, CV, VC and CVC 

/i/ varies between [i], [i:] and [I]: 

[i] is a voiced close front unrounded vowel which occurs in both open 

and closed syllables and in free variation with [i˘], a long voiced close 

front unrounded vowel which occurs in both open and closed syllables 

and with [I], a near close front unrounded slightly lowered vowel which 

occurs in both open and closed syllables and especially preceding and 

following only a palatal approximant. 

/i.tÉSu/ <Σ⊃√ [itÉSu] ‘scorpion’ 0382 

/mi/ ♦⊃ [mi] ‘I’ 0807 

/is.t5u/ <≡ι⊃√ [ist5u] ‘fire’ 0145 

/t5is/ ι⊃≡⊃ [t5is] ‘thirsty’ 0688 

/i.ja/ <♠⊃⊃ [i˘ja] ‘sickle’ 0080 

/ik/ <Ε∫ [i˘k] ‘sell’ 1418 

/mis.n´/ ♦⊃≡⊃
ξ⊃∅ 

[mi˘sn´] ‘together’ 1112 

/kub.}i.ja/ Ε√∫⁄⊃⊇β
♠⊃⊃ 

[kub}Ija] ‘hump backed’ 0264 

/be.jin/ ⁄⊃⊇♠
⊃ξ⊃ 

[bEjIn] ‘sister’ 0279 

/ni.jari/ ⊇ξ⊃♠⊃
⊃⊇→ 

[nIjari] ‘tiffin’ 0594 

/e/ varies between [e] and [E]: 
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 [e] is a voiced closed front unrounded vowel which occurs in both 

open and closed syllables and in free variation with [E], a voiced half 

open front unrounded vowel which occurs in both open and closed 

syllables.  

/t5e/ ι⊃ [t5e] ‘they’ 0820 

/sep.ˇi/ ≡⊃{⊃
⊇]⌡ 

[sepˇi] ‘tail’ 0352 

/ˇHew/ ×⊃ [tHew] ‘keep’ 1344 

/je/ ♠⊃ [jE] ‘come’ 1269 

/på.er/ {⊃Β→ [påEr] ‘sow’ 1410 

/t5ej/ ι⊃♠⊃ [t5Ej] ‘there’ 0803 

/´/ [´] is a voiced mid central unrounded vowel which occurs both in open 

and closed syllables. 

/a.n´/ +⊃ξ⊃ [an´] ‘and’ 0855 

/k´.}i/ Ε∫⊇β [k´}i] ‘door chain’ 1085 

/r´h/ → [r´h] ‘stay’ 0759 

/å/ [å]  is a voiced near-open central unrounded vowel which occurs 

 both in open and closed syllables. 

/wå/ ×⊃⌡ [wå] ‘happen’ 1305 

/jår/ ♠⊃→ [jår] ‘well’ 0112 

/wås.t5å.ra/ ×⊃≡⊃ι⊃
→⊃ 

[wåst5åra] ‘razor’ 0083 
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/a/ varies between [a], [a:], [a‚] and [Q]: 

[a]  is a voiced open front unrounded vowel which occurs both in open 

and closed syllables and in free variation with [a:], a long voiced open 

front unrounded vowel which occurs both in open and closed syllables, 

with [a‚], a nasalized voiced open front unrounded vowel which occurs 

both in open and closed syllables and we found this phone only in two 

word and with [Q], a voiced near open front unrounded vowel which 

occurs both in open and closed syllables. 

/a.buˇ/ +⊃⁄⊃√]
⌡ 

[abuˇ] ‘cloud’ 0104 

/ba.ba/ ⁄⊃⊃⁄⊃⊃ [baba] ‘father’ 0275 

/am.la/ +⊃♦⊃±
⊃⊃ 

[amla] ‘us’ 0810 

/waˇ/ ×⊃⊃]⌡ [waˇ] ‘way’ 0127 

/a}/ +⊃β [a˘}] ‘small well’ 0113 

/tÉSa/ Σ⊃⊃ [tÉSa˘] ‘tea’ 0999 

/ga}/ Μ⊃⊃β [ga˘}] ‘back teeth’ 1239 

/has/ ⊃≡⊃ [ha‚s] ‘laugh’ 1465 

/ha.sa}/ ⊃≡⊃
⊃β 

[ha)sa}] ‘make laugh’ 1449 

/tÉSa.ra/ Σ⊃⊃→
⊃ 

[tÉSQra] ‘owl’ 0374 

/hu.Sar/ √∂⊃⊃
→ 

[huSQr] ‘clever’ 0675 

/kå.dÉZa/ Ε∫ς⊃⊃ [kådÉZQ] ‘quarrel’ 0666 

/u/ varies between [u] and [u:]:     
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[u]    is a voiced close back rounded vowel which occurs both in open 

and closed syllables and in free variation with [u:], a long voiced close 

back rounded vowel which occurs only in closed syllable and we found 

this phone only in one word. 

/u.d5i/ =⊇ν [ud5i] ‘white ant’ 0387 

/t5u.na/ ι⊃√ξ⊃⊃ [t5una] ‘your’ 0816 

/un/ =ξ⊃ [un] ‘sunshine’ 0989 

/kuˇ/ Ε√∫] [kuˇ] ‘family’ 0271 

/huˇ/ √]⌡ [hu:ˇ] ‘camel’ 0328 

/o/ [o]   is a voiced close-mid back rounded vowel which occurs both in 

open and closed syllables. 

/t50o/ ι⊃⊃ [t5o] ‘he’ 0818 

/poˇ/ {⊃⊃]
⌡ 

[poˇ] ‘belly’ 0013 

/ko.la/ Ε∫⊃±⊃
⊃ 

[kola] ‘fox’ 0324 

4. Evidence for Contrast 

4.1 Consonants 

4.1.1 Labials 

/p/ /b/ 

/poˇ/ {⊃⊃]
⌡ 

[poˇ] ‘belly’ 0013 

/boˇ/ ⁄⊃⊃]⌡ [boˇ] ‘finger’ 0018 

 

/d5åpa}/ ν{⊃⊃β
 

[d5åpa}] ‘hide’ 1474 
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/Íobå}/ β⊃⁄⊃
β 

[dobå}] ‘buffalo’ 0349 

 

/dÉZip/ ⊇ς⊃{⊃ [dÉZip] ‘nib’ 0637 

/dÉZib/ ⊇ς⊃⁄⊃ [dÉZib] ‘tongue’ 0011 

 

 

 

/p/  /ph/ 

/paˇ/ {⊃⊃]⌡ [paˇ] ‘back’ 0046 

/pHaˇ/ ϒ∫⊃]⌡ [pHaˇ] ‘crack’ 1472 

 

/dÉZHop}i/ Ζ⊃⊃{
⊃⊇β 

[dÉZHop}i] ‘hut’ 0511 

/ÍåpH}a/ βϒ∫β⊃ [dåf}a] ‘a musical 

instrument’ 

1021 

 

/hup/ √{⊃ [hup] ‘heat’ 1173 

/gupH/ Μ⊃√ϒ∫ [gupH] ‘weave’ 1425 

/pH/ /bh/ 

/pHuk/ ϒ√∫Ε∫ [pHuk] ‘blow’ 1400 

/bHuk/ ƒ⊃√Ε∫ [bHuk] ‘hungry’ 0671 

 
/pHiˇ/ ⊇ϒ∫]∫ [pHit] ‘tight’ 0724 

/bHit5/ ⊇ƒ⊃ι⊃∫ [bHit5] ‘wall’ 0512 
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/pHaˇåk/ ϒ∫⊃]Ε∫ [pHatåk] ‘gate’ 0527 

/bHåˇåk/ ƒ⊃]Ε∫∫ [bHåtåk] ‘miss’ 1469 

/b/ /bH/ 

/bet5/ ⁄⊃ι⊃ [bet5] ‘plan’ 1119 

/bHeˇ/ ƒ⊃ι⊃ [bHeˇ] ‘get’ 1383 

 

/bor/ ⁄⊃⊃→
 

[bor] ‘a kind of fruit’ 1135 

/bHår/ ƒ⊃→ [bHår] ‘fill’ 1373 

 

/baNÉg/ ⁄⊃⊃∅Μ
⊃ 

[baNÉg] ‘towards’ 0781 

/bHiNÉg/ ⊄ƒ⊃Μ⊃ [bHiNÉg] ‘scales’ 0405 

/b/ /m/  

/basa/ ⁄⊃⊃≡⊃⊃ [basa] ‘old food’ 1238 

/masa/ ♦⊃⊃≡⊃
⊃ 

[masa] ‘fish’ 0323 

 

/t5ibak/ ι⊃⁄⊃⊃
Ε∫ 

[t5ibak] ‘there’ 0576 

/d5imak/ ⊇ν♦⊃
⊃Ε∫ 

[d5imak] ‘anger’ 0733 

 

/g´rib/ Μ⊃⊇→
⁄⊃ 

[g´rib] ‘poor’ 1096 

/gåråm/ Μ⊃→
♦⊃ 

[gåråm] ‘heat’ 0950 
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/b/ /w/ 

/bås/ ⁄⊃≡⊃ [bås] ‘sit’ 1408 

/wås/ ×⊃≡⊃ [wås] ‘dew’ 0141 

 

/t5aba/ ι⊃⊃⁄⊃⊃ [t5aba] ‘control’ 1177 

/d5awa/ ν⊃×⊃⊃ [d5awa] ‘tether’ 0567 

 

/dÉZib/ ⊇ς⊃⁄⊃ [dÉZib] ‘tongue’ 0011 

/dÉZiw/ ⊇ς⊃×⊃ [dÉZiw] ‘louse’ 0388 

4.1.2 Coronals 

/t5/      /d5/ 

/t5ar/ ι⊃⊃→ [t5ar] ‘wire’ 0167 

/d5ar/ ν⊃→ [d5ar] ‘door’ 0058 

 

/nat5u/ ξ⊃⊃ι⊃√ [nat5u] ‘grand son’ 0305 

/n´d5i/ ξ⊃ν [n5́ d5i] ‘river’ 0102 

 

/d5at5/ ν⊃ι⊃ [d5at5] ‘tooth’ 0010 

/d5ud5/ ν√ν [d5ud5] ‘milk’ 0601 

 
/t5/      /t5h/ 

/t5ak/ ι⊃⊃Ε∫ [t5ak] ‘a kind of drink’ 1066 

/t5Huk/ λ⊃√Ε∫ [t5Huk] ‘saliva’ 0054 

 

/pot5a/ {⊃⊃ι
⊃⊃ 

[pot5a] ‘sack’ 0530 

/pot5Hi/ {⊃⊃λ
⊃ 

[pot5Hi] ‘old religious 

book’ 

1132 

/t5/      /ˇ/ 

/t5ak/ ι⊃⊃Ε∫ [t5ak] ‘a kind of drink’ 1066 
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/ˇak/ ]⌡⊃Ε∫ [tak] ‘pour’ 1280 

 

/mot5i/ ♦⊃⊃ι
⊃ 

[mot5i] ‘pearl’ 1230 

/moˇi/ ♦⊃⊃]
⌡ 

[moti] ‘big (fem)’ 1484 

 

/d5at5/ ν⊃ι⊃ [d5at5] ‘tooth’ 0010 

/d5aˇ/ ν⊃]⌡ [d5aˇ] ‘messy’ 1202 

/t5/      /r/ 

/t5å/ ι⊃∅ [t5å] ‘then’ 1094 

/rå/ →∅ [rå] ‘live’ 1401 

 

/mot5i/ ♦⊃⊃ι
⊃ 

[mot5i] ‘pearl’ 1230 

/mori/ ♦⊃⊃
→ 

[mori] ‘bath room’ 0518 

 

/dÉZåt5/ ς⊃ι⊃ [dÉZåt5] ‘worm’ 0926 

/dÉZår/ ς⊃→ [dÉZår] ‘if’ 0857 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
/t5/ /tÉS/ 

/t5ula/ ι⊃√±⊃⊃ [t5ula] ‘to you’ 0815 

/tÉSula/ Σ⊃√±⊃
⊃ 

[tÉSula] ‘cooking fire’ 1106 
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/kat5́ }i/ Ε∫⊃ι⊃β

 
[kat5́ }i] ‘skin’ 0024 

/gotÉS}i/ Μ⊃⊃
Σ⊃β 

[gotÉS}i] ‘epizoon’ 0394 

 
/tÉSit5/ ⊇Σ⊃ι⊃ [tÉSit5] ‘concentration’ 1189 

/tÉSitÉS/ ⊇Σ⊃Σ⊃ [tÉSitÉS] ‘tamarind’ 0187 

/d5/ /dÉZ/ 

/d5at5/ ν⊃ι⊃ [d5at5] ‘tooth’ 0010 

/dÉZat5/ ς⊃⊃ι⊃ [dÉZat5] ‘caste’ 0868 

 
/gård5i/ Μ⊃ν [gård5i] ‘crowd’ 0683 

/gårdÉZu/ Μ⊃ς⊃√
∩ 

[gårdÉZu] ‘need’ 1196 

 
/måd5/ ♦⊃ν [måd5] ‘honey’ 0607 

/modÉZ/ ♦⊃⊃ς
⊃ 

[modÉZ] ‘measure’ 1300 

/t5H/      /d5H/ 

/t5Hå˜ÉÍa/ λ⊃ξβ⊃ [t5Hå˜ÉÍa] ‘cold’ 0708 

/d5Hån5Éd5a/ ϖ⊃ξν⊃ [d5HånÉ5d5a] ‘business’ 0883 

/t5H/      /ˇH/ 

/t5Huk/ λ⊃√Ε∫ [t5Huk] ‘saliva’ 0054 

/ˇHok/ ⊃Ε∫ [tHok] ‘knock’ 1485 

 

/pot5Hi/ {⊃⊃λ
⊃ 

[pot5Hi] ‘old religious 

book’ 

1132 

/poˇHi/ {⊃⊃
  

[potHi] ‘cow dung’ 1495 
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/d5/      /d5H/ 

/d5åj}a/ ν♠⊃β
⊃ 

[d5åj}a] ‘pit’ 1187 

/d5Håj}i/ ϖ⊃♠⊃β
 

[d5åj}i] ‘old woman’ 0240 

/d5/ /Í/ 

/d5åwå}/ ν×⊃β [d5åwå}] ‘run’ 1346 

/Íobå}/ β⊃⁄⊃
β 

[dobå}] ‘buffalo’ 0349 

 
/d5åkHa}/ νϑ⊃⊃β

 
[d5åkHa}] ‘show’ 1348 

/Íoka}/ β⊃Ε∫
⊃β 

[Íoka}] ‘intimidate’ 1454 

/d5/ /ˇ/ 

/båd5åk/ ⁄⊃νΕ∫ [båd5åk] ‘duck’ 0373 

/bHåˇåk/ ƒ⊃]⌡Ε∫ [bHåtåk] ‘miss’ 1486 

 

/bad5li/ ⁄⊃⊃ν±
⊃ 

[bad5li] ‘bucket’ 0975 

/baˇli/ ⁄⊃⊃]⌡±
⊃ 

[batli] ‘bottle’ 0573 

 

/kud5/ Ε√∫ν [kud5] ‘jump’ 1308 

/kuˇ/ Ε√∫]⌡ [kut] ‘husk’ 1307 

/d5/ /r/ 

/d5at5/ ν⊃ι⊃ [d5at5] ‘tooth’ 0010 
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/rat5/ →⊃ι⊃ [rat5] ‘night’ 1207 

 

/g´d5a/ Μ⊃ν⊃ [g´d5a] ‘club’ 0910 

/gora/ Μ⊃⊃
→⊃ 

[gora] ‘fair’ 1131 

 

/måd5/ ♦⊃ν [måd5] ‘honey’ 0607 

/mår/ ♦⊃→ [mår] ‘die’ 1437 

 
 
 
 
/d5/ /n5Éd5/ 

/ud5ar/ =ν⊃→ [ud5ar] ‘credit’ 0971 

/un5Éd5ir/ =ξν
→ 

[un5Éd5ir] ‘rat’ 0339 

 

/d5ud5/ ν√ν [d5ud5] ‘milk’ 0601 

/d5Hun5Éd5/ ϖ⊃√ξν
 

[d5Hun5Éd5] ‘drowsiness’ 1203 

/d5H/ /ˇH/ 

/d5Håw/ ϖ⊃×⊃ [d5Håw] ‘wash’ 1370 

/ˇHew/ ×⊃ [tHew] ‘keep’ 1362 

/d5H/ /ÍH/ 

/d5Hås/ ϖ⊃≡⊃ [d5Hås] ‘collapse’ 1434 

/ÍHas/ φ⊃≡⊃ [ÍHas] ‘cough’ 0920 

/r/ /l/ 

/råw/ →×⊃ [råw] ‘play’ 1316 

/låw/ ±⊃×⊃ [låw] ‘bring’ 1284 

 
/dÉZira/ ⊇ς⊃→ [dÉZira] ‘cumin’ 0231 
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⊃ 
/dÉZilla/ ⊇ς⊃±±

⊃⊃ 
[dÉZilla] ‘district’ 0123 

 
/gar/ Μ⊃⊃→

 
[gar] ‘hailstone’ 0140 

/gal/ Μ⊃⊃±⊃ [gal] ‘cheek’ 0040 

/s/ /S/ 

/sap/ ≡⊃⊃{⊃ [sap] ‘snake’ 0380 

/Sap/ ∂⊃⊃{⊃ [Sap] ‘print’ 1338 

 
/asu/ +⊃≡⊃√ [asu] ‘tear’ 0037 

/aSa/ +⊃∂⊃⊃ [aSa] ‘like this’ 1489 

 
/rås/ →≡⊃ [rås] ‘soup’ 0596 

/reS/ →∂⊃ [reS] ‘line on note’ 0913 

/s/ /tÉS/ 

/suk/ ≡⊃√Ε∫ [suk] ‘dry’ 1452 

/tÉSuk/ Σ⊃√Ε∫ [tÉSuk] ‘mistake’ 0699 

 
/asu/ +⊃≡⊃√ [asu] ‘tear’ 0037 

/itÉSu/ <Σ⊃√ [itÉSu] ‘scorpion’ 0382 

 
/was/ ×⊃⊃≡⊃ [was] ‘smell’ 0674 

/watÉS/ ×⊃⊃Σ⊃ [watÉS] ‘read’ 1378 

/s/ /dÉZ/ 

/sa}i/ ≡⊃⊃β
 

[sa}i] ‘sari’ 1092 

/dÉZa}i/ ς⊃⊃β [dÉZa}i] ‘fat (fem)’ 0244 
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/asa/ +⊃≡⊃⊃ [asa] ‘hope’ 0502 

/adÉZa/ +⊃ς⊃⊃ [adÉZa] ‘grand father’ 0303 

 
/pHes/ ϒ∫≡⊃ [pHes] ‘foam’ 1118 

/pHedÉZ/ ϒ∫ς⊃ [pHedÉZ] ‘rice water’ 0599 

/S/ /tÉS/ 

/Sak/ ∂⊃⊃Ε∫ [Sak] ‘curry’ 0598 

/tÉSak/ Σ⊃⊃Ε∫ [tÉSak] ‘wheel’ 1063 

 
/uSi/ =∂⊃ [uSi] ‘pillow’ 0561 

/utÉSi/ =Σ⊃ [utÉSi] ‘high (fem)’ 1490 

/S/ /dZ/ 

/Sik/ ⊇∂⊃Ε∫ [Sik] ‘sneeze’ 1341 

/dÉZik/ ⊇ς⊃Ε∫ [dÉZik] win’ 1345 

 
/aSa/ +⊃∂⊃⊃ [aSa] ‘like this’ 1489 

/adÉZa/ +⊃ς⊃⊃ [adÉZa] ‘grand father’ 0303 

4.1.3 Retroflex 

/ˇ/ /Í/ 

/ˇokår/ ]⌡⊃Ε∫
→ 

[tokår] ‘bamboo’ 0161 

/Íoka}/ β⊃Ε∫
⊃β 

[Íoka}] ‘intimidate’ 1454 

 
/kHåÍÍa/ ϑ⊃ββ⊃ [kHådda] ‘pit’ 1186 

/kHoˇa/ ϑ⊃⊃]
⌡⊃ 

[kHoˇa] ‘lie’ 0769 

/ˇ/ /ˇH/ 

/ˇak/ ]⌡⊃Ε∫ [tak] ‘pour’ 1280 
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/ˇHok/ ⊃Ε∫ [tHok] ‘knock’ 1485 

 
/paˇa/ {⊃⊃]⌡⊃ [pata] ‘grinding stone’ 0969 

/paˇHa/ {⊃⊃⊃ [patHa] ‘early morning’ 1210 

 
/t5aˇ/ ι⊃⊃]⌡ [t5aˇ] ‘plate’ 1064 

/t5aˇH/ ι⊃⊃ [t5aˇH] ‘tight’ 0722 

/ˇ/ /r/ 

/ˇikam/ ⊇]⌡Ε∫⊃
♦⊃ 

[tikam] ‘crow-bar’ 0081 

/rikama/ ⊇→Ε∫
⊃♦⊃⊃ 

[rikama] ‘empty’ 0727 

 
/goˇa/ Μ⊃⊃]

⌡⊃ 
[gota] ‘rounded stone’ 0657 

/gora/ Μ⊃⊃
→⊃ 

[gora] ‘fair’ 1131 

 
/poˇ/ {⊃⊃]

⌡ 
[poˇ] ‘belly’ 0013 

/por/ {⊃⊃
→ 

[por] ‘daughter’ 0298 

/Í/ /Íh/ 

/Ías/ β⊃≡⊃ [Ías] ‘mosquito’ 1487 

/ÍHas/ φ⊃≡⊃ [ÍHas] ‘cough’ 0920 

 
/Í/ /˜ÉÍ/ 

/tÉSåÍÍi/ Σ⊃ββ
 

[tÉSåÍÍi] ‘pant’ 0985 
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/tÉSe˜ÉÍu/ Σ⊃ξβ√
 

[tÉSe˜ÉÍu] ‘ball’ 0568 

/Í/ /r/ 

/Íag/ β⊃Μ⊃ [dag] ‘scar’ 0680 

/rag/ →⊃Μ
⊃ 

[rag] ‘anger’ 0665 

 
/kHåÍÍa/ ϑ⊃ββ⊃ [kHådda] ‘pit’ 1186 

/kH´ra/ ϑ⊃→⊃ [kH´ra] ‘true’ 0702 

/r/ /}/ 

/wara/ ×⊃⊃→
⊃ 

[wara] ‘wind’ 0107 

/wa}a/ ×⊃⊃β⊃ [wa}a] ‘cow shed’ 0517 

 
/gHår/ Π⊃→ [gHår] ‘house’ 0056 

/gHå}/ Π⊃β [gHå}] ‘make’ 1444 

/Í/ /}/ 

/kHåÍÍa/ ϑ⊃ββ⊃ [kHådda] ‘pit’ 1186 

/kHå}u/ ϑ⊃β√ [kHå}u] ‘chalk’  0641 

/ˇ/ /}/ 

/wåˇa/ ×⊃]⌡⊃ [wåta] ‘outside of house’ 1233 

/wa}a/ ×⊃⊃β⊃ [wa}a] ‘cow shed’ 0517 

 
/wåˇ/ ×⊃]⌡ [wåt] ‘lip’ 0038 

/wå}/ ×⊃β [wå}] ‘banyan tree’ 1016 
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/Ò/ /}/ 

/dÉZaÒa/ ς⊃⊃≥⊃
⌡ 

[dÉZaÒa] ‘net’ 0557 

/dÉZa}a/ ς⊃⊃β⊃ [dÉZa}a] ‘fat’ 0243 

 

/påÒ/ {⊃≥⌡ [påÒ] ‘run’ 1345 

/på}/ {⊃β [på}] ‘fall’ 1465 

/Ò/ /r/ 

/moÒi/ ♦⊃⊃≥
⌡ 

[moÒi] ‘bundle of woods’ 1151 

/mori/ ♦⊃⊃
→ 

[mori] ‘bath room’ 0518 

 

/gaÒ/ Μ⊃⊃≥
⌡ 

[gaÒ] ‘filter’ 1322 

/gar/ Μ⊃⊃→
 

[gar] ‘hailstone’ 0140 

/Ò/ /l/ 

/koÒa/ ς⊃⊃≥⊃
⌡ 

[koÒa] ‘pumpkin’ 0203 

/kola/ ς⊃⊃β⊃ [kola] ‘fox’ 0324 

 

/ukHåÒ/ =ϑ⊃≥⌡ [ukHåÒ] ‘mortar’ 0062 

/ukHål/ =ϑ⊃±⊃ [ukHål] ‘carry’ 1393 

/Ò/ /}/ 

/kåÒi/ Ε∫≥⌡ [kåÒi] ‘bud’ 0224 

/kåji/ Ε∫♠⊃ [kåji] ‘where’ 0798 

 

/gaÒ/ ς⊃⊃≥⊃ [gaÒ] ‘filter’ 1322 
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⌡ 
/gaj/ ς⊃⊃β⊃ [gaj] ‘cow’ 0334 

4.1.4 Palatals 

/tÉS/ /dÉZ/ 

/tÉSåw/ Σ⊃×⊃ [tÉSåw] ‘taste’ 0662 

/dÉZåw/ ς⊃×⊃ [dÉZåw] ‘leech’ 0409 

 
/kotÉSa/ Ε∫⊃Σ

⊃⊃ 
[kotÉSa] ‘one eyed’ 0261 

/kådÉZa/ Ε∫ς⊃⊃ [kådÉZQ] ‘quarrel’ 0666 

 
/watÉS/ ×⊃⊃Σ⊃ [watÉS] ‘read’ 1378 

/wadÉZ/ ×⊃⊃ς⊃ [wadÉZ] ‘ring’ 1403 

/dÉZ/ /dÉZH/ 

/dÉZel/ ς⊃±⊃ [dÉZel] ‘prison’ 1057 

/dÉZHel/ Ζ⊃±⊃ [dÉZHel] ‘catch’ 1369 

 
/dÉZå}/ ς⊃β [dÉZå}] ‘heavy’ 0650 

/dÉZHa}/ Ζ⊃⊃β [dÉZHa}] ‘tree’ 0168 

/dÉZ/ /n5ÉdÉZ/ 

/pudÉZa/ {⊃√ς⊃⊃ [pudÉZa] ‘worship’ 0489 

/pån5ÉdÉZa/ {⊃ξς⊃⊃ [pånÉ5dÉZa] ‘palm’ 0016 

 
/wadÉZ/ ×⊃⊃ς⊃ [wadÉZ] ‘ring the bell’ 1089 

/wanÉ5dÉZ/ ×⊃⊃ξς⊃ [wanÉ5dÉZ] ‘barren’ 0313 

/j/ /w/ 

/wår/ ×⊃→ [wår] ‘above’ 0844 

/jår/ ♠⊃→ [jår] ‘well’ 0112 
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/d5åja/ ν♠⊃⊃ [d5åja] ‘pity’ 0951 

/d5awa/ ν⊃×⊃⊃ [d5awa] ‘tether’ 0567 

 
/gaj/ Μ⊃⊃♠

⊃ 
[gaj] ‘cow’ 0334 

/gaw/ Μ⊃⊃×⊃ [gaw] ‘village’ 0055 
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4.1.5 Velars 

/k/ /g/ 

/koˇ/ Ε∫⊃]⌡ [koˇ] ‘fort’ 1130 

/goˇ/ Μ⊃⊃]
⌡ 

[goˇ] ‘story’ 0651 

 
/baki/ ⁄⊃⊃Ε∫ [baki] ‘credit’ 1491 

/bag´/ ⁄⊃⊃Μ⊃
∅ 

[bag´] ‘slow’ 0745 

 

/rak/ →⊃Ε∫ [rak] ‘ash’ 0148 

/rag/ →⊃Μ
⊃ 

[rag] ‘anger’ 0665 

/k/ /kH/ 

/ko}/ Ε∫⊃β [ko}] ‘leprosy’ 1259 

/kHo}/ ϑ⊃⊃β
 

[kHo}] ‘defect’ 1192 

 
/måkki/ ♦⊃ΕΕ∫

 
[måkki] ‘maize’ 0199 

/makHi/ ♦⊃⊃ϑ⊃
 

[makHi] ‘fly’ 0402 

 
/d5uk/ ν√Ε∫ [d5uk] ‘pain’ 0697 

/d5ukH/ ν√ϑ⊃ [d5ukH] ‘sorrow’ 0693 

/g/ /gH/ 

/gal/ Μ⊃⊃±⊃ [gal] ‘cheek’ 0040 

/gHal/ Π⊃⊃±⊃ [gHal] ‘wear’ 1389 
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/gar/ Μ⊃⊃→
 

[gar] ‘hailstone’ 0114 

/gHar/ Π⊃⊃→ [gHar] ‘kite’ 0365 

 
 
 
 
 
 
/g/ /NÉg/ 

/pågar/ {⊃Μ
⊃⊃→
 

[pågar] ‘salary’ 0897 

/paNÉgår/ {⊃⊃
∅Μ⊃
→ 

[paNÉgår] ‘cover the bed sheet’ 1326 

 
/dZåg/ ς⊃Μ⊃ [dZåg] ‘live’ 1402 

/dZåNÉg/ ς⊃∅Μ⊃ [dZåNÉg] ‘rust’ 0862 

/kH/ /gH/ 

/kHam/ ϑ⊃⊃♦⊃ [kHam] ‘pillar’ 0515 

/gHam/ Π⊃⊃♦
⊃ 

[gHam] ‘sweat’ 0053 

 
/kHal/ ϑ⊃⊃±⊃ [kHal] ‘under’ 0845 

/gHal/ Π⊃⊃±⊃ [gHal] ‘wear’ 1371 

4.1.6 Glottal 

/k/ /h/ 

/kaj/ Ε∫⊃♠⊃ [kaj] ‘what’ 0838 

/haj/ ⊃♠⊃ [haj] ‘this’ 0719 
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/pika}/ ⊇{⊃Ε∫⊃
β 

[pika}] ‘make ripe’ 1385 

/paha}/ {⊃⊃
⊃β 

[paha}] ‘mountain’ 0120 

 
/jek/ ♠⊃Ε∫ [jek] ‘one’ 1492 

/jeh/ ♠⊃ [jEh] ‘these’ 0829 

/g/ /h/ 

/gar/ Μ⊃⊃→
 

[gar] Hailstone’ 0140 

/har/ ⊃→ [har] ‘garland’ 1467 

 
/pågar/ {⊃Μ⊃⊃

→ 
[pågar] ‘salary’ 0897 

/paha}/ {⊃⊃
⊃β 

[paha}] ‘mountain’ 0120 

 
/råg/ →Μ⊃ [råg] ‘blanket’ 0537 

/r´h/ → [r´h] ‘stay’ 1493 

4.1.7 Nasals 

/m/ /n/ 

/miÒa/ ⊇♦⊃≥
⊃ 

[miÒa] ‘fair’ 1120 

/niÒa/ ⊇ξ⊃≥
⊃ 

[niÒa] ‘blue’ 0617 

 

/am´/ +⊃♦⊃∅ [am´] ‘we’ 0808 

/an´/ +⊃ξ⊃∅ [an´] ‘and’ 0855 
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/gum/ Μ⊃√♦⊃ [gum] ‘busy’ 0721 

/gun/ Μ⊃√ξ⊃ [gun] ‘quality’ 0673 

/m/ /w/ 

/mag/ ♦⊃⊃Μ
⊃ 

[mag] ‘foot step’ 1110 

/wag/ ×⊃⊃Μ⊃ [wag] ‘tiger’ 0347 

 

/dÉZåmaj/ ς⊃♦⊃⊃
♠⊃ 

[dÉZåmaj] ‘yawning’ 1038 

/dÉZåwaj/ ς⊃×⊃⊃
♠⊃ 

[dÉZåwaj] ‘son-in-law’ 0300 

 

/kHam/ ϑ⊃⊃♦⊃ [kHam] ‘pillar’ 0515 

/kHaw/ ϑ⊃⊃×⊃ [kHaw] ‘eatable’ 1104 

/n/ /nÉ5d5/ 

/d5Hån´/ ϖ⊃ξ⊃∅ [d5Hån´] ‘coriander’ 0233 

/d5HånÉ5d5a/ ϖ⊃ξν⊃ [d5Hån5Éd5a] ‘business’ 0883 

 

/d5Hån/ ϖ⊃ξ⊃ [d5Hån] ‘wealth’ 1022 

/d5Hun5Éd5/ ϖ⊃√ξν [d5HunÉ5d5] ‘drowsiness’ 1203 

 

/n/ /nÉ5dÉZ/ 

/gana/ Μ⊃⊃ξ⊃
⊃ 

[gana] ‘song’ 0946 

/ganÉ5dÉZi/ Μ⊃⊃ξς [gan5ÉdÉZi] ‘a kind of bird’ 1242 
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⊃ 
 

/man/ ♦⊃⊃ξ⊃ [man] ‘neck’ 0044 

/wan5ÉdÉZ/ ×⊃⊃ξς⊃
 

[wanÉ5dÉZ] ‘barren’ 0313 

/n/ /˜ÉÍ/ 

/kona/ Ε∫⊃ξ⊃
⊃ 

[kona] ‘whose’ 0835 

/ko˜ÉÍa/ Ε∫⊃ξβ
⊃ 

[ko˜ÉÍa] ‘paddy dust’ 0586 

 

/man/ ♦⊃⊃ξ⊃ [man] ‘neck’ 0044 

/ma˜ÉÍ/ ♦⊃⊃ξβ [ma˜ÉÍ] ‘put’ 1470 

/n/ /NÉg/ 

/an´/ +⊃ξ⊃∅ [an´] ‘and’ 0855 

/aNÉgi/ +⊃∅Μ
⊃ 

[aNÉgi] ‘frock’ 0998 

 

/man/ ♦⊃⊃ξ⊃ [man] ‘neck’ 0044 

/maNÉg/ ♦⊃⊃∅
Μ⊃ 

[maNÉg] ‘beg’ 1438 

/nÉ5d5/ /nÉ5dÉZ/ 

/unÉ5d5ir/ =ξν
→ 

[un5Éd5ir] ‘rat’ 0339 

/an5ÉdÉZir/ +⊃ξς⊃
→ 

[an5ÉdÉZir] ‘fig’ 0208 
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/banÉ5d5/ ⁄⊃⊃ξν [banÉ5d5] ‘bind’ 1416 

/bunÉ5dÉZ/ ⁄⊃√ξς⊃ [bunÉ5dÉZ] ‘bury’ 1395 

 

/nÉ5d5/ /˜ÉÍ/ 

/kan5Éd5a/ Ε∫⊃ξν
⊃ 

[kan5Éd5a] ‘onion’ 0210 

/ko˜ÉÍa/ Ε∫⊃ξβ
⊃ 

[ko˜ÉÍa] ‘paddy dust’ 0586 

 

/banÉ5d5/ ⁄⊃⊃ξν [banÉ5d5] ‘bind’ 1416 

/ba˜ÉÍ/ ⁄⊃⊃ξβ [ba˜ÉÍ] ‘arrow’ 0908 

/n5Éd5/ /NÉg/ 

/mun5Éd5i/ ♦⊃√⊇ξ
ν 

[mun5Éd5i] ‘ring’ 0074 

/muNÉgi/ ♦⊃√∅⊇
Μ⊃ 

[muNÉgi] ‘ant’ 0397 

 

/banÉ5d5/ ⁄⊃⊃ξν [banÉ5d5] ‘bind’ 1416 

/baNÉg/ ⁄⊃⊃∅Μ
⊃ 

[baNÉg] ‘towards’ 0781 

/nÉ5dÉZ/ /˜ÉÍ/ 

/gan5ÉdÉZi/ Μ⊃⊃ξς
⊃ 

[gan5ÉdÉZi] ‘a kind of bird’ 1242 

/gu˜ÉÍi/ Μ⊃√ξβ
 

[gu˜ÉÍi] ‘button’ 0162 
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/bunÉ5dÉZ/ ⁄⊃√ξς⊃ [bunÉ5dÉZ] ‘bury’ 1378 

/ba˜ÉÍ/ ⁄⊃⊃ξβ [ba˜ÉÍ] ‘arrow’ 0908 

/nÉ5dÉZ/ /NÉg/ 

/wan5ÉdÉZ/ ×⊃⊃ξς⊃
 

[wan5ÉdÉZ] ‘barren’ 0313 

/baNÉg/ ⁄⊃⊃∅Μ
⊃ 

[baNÉg] ‘towards’ 0781 

 

 

 

/NÉg/ /˜ÉÍ/ 

/muNÉgi/ ♦⊃√∅
Μ⊃ 

[muNÉgi] ‘ant’ 0397 

/ma˜ÉÍi/ ♦⊃⊃ξβ
 

[ma˜ÉÍi] ‘lap’ 0051 

 

/maNÉg/ ♦⊃⊃∅
Μ⊃ 

[maNÉg] ‘beg’ 1438 

/ma˜ÉÍ/ ♦⊃⊃ξβ [ma˜ÉÍ] ‘put’ 1470 

4.2 Vowels 

4.2.1 Vowel Quality 

/i/ /e/ 
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/dÉZiw/ ⊇ς⊃×⊃ [dÉZiw] ‘louse’ 0388 

/dÉZew/ ς⊃×⊃ [dÉZew] ‘eat’ 1313 

 

/t5i/ ι⊃ [t5i] ‘she’ 0819 

/t5e/ ι⊃ [t5e] ‘they’ 0820 

/i/ /å/ 

/sidÉZa}/ ⊇≡⊃ς⊃
⊃β 

[sidÉZa}] ‘boil’ 1292 

/sådÉZa}/ ≡⊃ς⊃⊃
β 

[sådÉZa}] ‘decorate’ 1459 

 

/mori/ ♦⊃⊃
→ 

[mori] ‘bath room’ 0518 

/morå/ ♦⊃⊃
→∅ 

[morå] ‘front’ 0879 
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/i/ /´/ 

/niÒa/ ξ⊃≥
⊃ 

[niÒa] ‘blue’ 0617 

/n´Òa/ ξ⊃≥⊃ [n´Òa] ‘hole’ 1234 

 

 

 

/d5Håni/ ϖ⊃ξ⊃ [d5Håni] ‘master’ 0479 

/d5Hån´/ ϖ⊃ξ⊃∅ [d5Hån´] ‘coriander’ 0233 

/e/ /a/ 

/peˇa/ {⊃]⌡
⊃ 

[peta] ‘a kind of tree’ 1292 

/paˇa/ {⊃⊃]⌡⊃ [pata] ‘grinding stone’ 1459 

 

/t5e/ ι⊃ [t5e] ‘they’ 0820 

/t5a/ ι⊃⊃ [t5a] ‘that’ 0804 

/e/ /å/ 

/gHer/ Π⊃→ [gHer] ‘surround’ 1428 

/gHår/ Π⊃→ [gHår] ‘house’ 0056 

 

/t5e/ ι⊃ [t5e] ‘they’ 0820 

/t5å/ ι⊃∅ [t5å] ‘then’ 1094 

/a/ /å/ 

/was/ ×⊃⊃≡⊃ [was] ‘smell’ 0674 

/wås/ ×⊃≡⊃ [wås] ‘dew’ 0141 
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/t5a/ ι⊃⊃ [t5a] ‘that’ 0804 

/t5å/ ι⊃∅ [t5å] ‘then’ 1094 

/a/ /´/ 

/ka}i/ Ε∫⊃β [ka}i] ‘match stick’ 0563 

/k´}i/ Ε∫β [k´}i] ‘door chain’ 1085 

 

/pawna/ {⊃⊃×⊃
ξ⊃⊃ 

[pawna] ‘brother-in law 0293 

/pawn´/ {⊃⊃×⊃
ξ⊃∅ 

[pawn´] ‘guest’ 0413 

/a/ /o/ 

/paˇ/ {⊃⊃]⌡ [paˇ] ‘back’ 0046 

/poˇ/ {⊃⊃]
⌡ 

[poˇ] ‘belly’ 0013 

 

/t5a/ ι⊃⊃ [t5a] ‘that’ 0804 

/t5o/ ι⊃⊃ [t5o] ‘he’ 0818 

/å/ /´/ 

/kå}i/ Ε∫β [kå}i] ‘ kind of curry’ 1082 

/k´}i/ Ε∫β [k´}i] ‘door chain’ 1085 

, 

/t5emå/ Ε∫β [t5emå] ‘ so’ 0859 

/t 5um´/ Ε∫β [t5um´] ‘you (pl)’ 0814 

/u/ /o/ 

/pHuk/ ϒ∫√Ε∫ [pHuk] ‘blow’ 1383 
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/pHok/ ϒ∫⊃Ε∫ [pHok] ‘sow’ 1411 

 

/t5u/ ι⊃√ [t5u] ‘you’ 0813 

/t5o/ ι⊃⊃ [t5o] ‘he’ 0818 

 

/u/ /å/ 

/d5ukH/ ν√ϑ⊃ [d5ukH] ‘pain’ 1405 

/d5åkH/ νϑ⊃ [d5åkH] ‘see’ 1365 

 

/t5u/ ι⊃√ [t5u] ‘you’ 0813 

/t5å/ ι⊃∅ [t5å] ‘then’ 1094 

/u/ /´/ 

/pulaja/ {⊃√±⊃
⊃♠⊃⊃ 

[pulaja] ‘early morning’ 1209 

/p´laja/ {⊃±⊃⊃
♠⊃⊃ 

[p´laja] ‘paddy straw’ 0580 

 

/kå}u/ Ε∫β√ [kå}u] ‘bitter’ 0706 

/kå}´/ Ε∫β∅ [kå}´] ‘towards’ 0780 

/o/ /å/ 

/kor/ Ε∫⊃→
 

[kor] ‘eye corner’ 1405 

/kår/ Ε∫→ [kår] ‘do’ 1365 

 

/t5o/ ι⊃⊃ [t5o] ‘he’ 0818 

/t5å/ ι⊃∅ [t5å] ‘then’ 1094 
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/o/ /´/ 

/kotÉSa/ Ε∫⊃Σ
⊃⊃ 

[kotÉSa] ‘one eyed’ 0261 

/k´tÉSa/ Ε∫Σ⊃⊃ [k´tÉSa] ‘unripe’ 0725 

5. Syllable structure 

5.1 Syllable types 

Bhili has four distinct syllable types. They are V, CV, VC and CVC. There are no 

word initial or word final CC clusters and no CCC and VV clusters in Bhili words 

5.2 Distribution of syllables in words 

5.2.1 Monosyllabic words 

All of these syllables types can occur as monosyllabic words: 

 

V  

/abuˇ/ +⊃⁄⊃√]
⌡ 

[a.buˇ] ‘cloud’ 0104 

/itÉSu/ <Σ⊃√ [i.tÉSu] ‘scorpion’ 0382 

CV  

/le/ ±⊃ [le] ‘take’ 1373 

/t5o/ ι⊃⊃ [t5o] ‘he’ 0818 

VC  

/uˇH/ = [uˇH] ‘arise’ 1288 

/a}/ +⊃β [a˘}] ‘small well’ 0113 

CVC  

/poˇ/ {⊃⊃]
⌡ 

[poˇ] ‘belly’ 0013 

/man/ ♦⊃⊃ξ⊃ [man] ‘neck’ 0044 

5.2.2 Disyllabic words 

V.CV /u.na/ =ξ⊃⊃ [una] ‘heat’ 0689 



Bhili Phonology 

 50

V.CVC /a.pun/ +⊃{⊃√ξ
⊃ 

[apun] ‘we’ 1036 

VC.CV /am.ba/ +⊃♦⁄⊃⊃ [amba] ‘mango’ 0176 

VC.CVC /aj.påt5/ +⊃♠⊃{⊃
ι⊃ 

[ajpåt5] ‘status’ 1043 

CV.VC /wo.us/ ×⊃⊃=≡
⊃ 

[wous] ‘daughter-in-law’ 0299 

CV.CV /wa.}a/ ×⊃⊃β⊃ [wa}a] ‘cow shed’ 0517 

CV.CVC /pi.kel/ ⊇{⊃Ε∫
±⊃ 

[pikel] ‘ripen’ 0753 

CVC.CV /por.ja/ {⊃⊃♠
⊃⊃∩ 

[porja] ‘boy’ 0236 

CVC.CVC /nas.nar/ ξ⊃⊃≡⊃ξ
⊃⊃→ 

[nasnar] ‘dancer’ 0450 

5.2.3 Three Syllable words 

V.CV.CV /a.dÉZa.ri/ +⊃ς⊃⊃
→ 

[adÉZari] ‘sick’ 0241 

V.CV.CVC /a.gu.d5ar/ +⊃Μ⊃√
ν⊃→ 

[agud5ar] ‘before’ 0795 

VC.CV.VC /a}.dÉZu.an/ +⊃βς⊃
√+⊃ξ⊃ 

[a}dÉZuan] ‘tin aged’ 0452 

V.CVC.CV /a.Såk.t5́ / +⊃∂⊃Ει
⊃∅ 

[aSåkt5́ ] ‘weak’ 0249 

CV.CV.CV /go.tHa.ri/ Μ⊃⊃
⊃→ 

[gotHari] ‘spider’ 0400 

CV.CVC.CV /mo.såm.bi/ ♦⊃⊃≡
⊃♦⁄⊃ 

[mosåmbi] ‘orange’ 0182 

CVC.CV.CV /d5Håj.}i.ja/ ϖ⊃♠⊃⊇ [d5Håj}ija] ‘old man’ 0239 
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β♠⊃⊃ 
CV.CV.CVC /dÉZa.na.wår/ ς⊃⊃ξ⊃

⊃×⊃→ 
[dÉZanawår] ‘animal’ 0320 

CV.CVC.CVC /go.gål.gaj/ Μ⊃⊃
Μ⊃±⊃Μ
⊃⊃♠⊃ 

[gogålgaj] ‘snail’ 0407 

CVC.CV.CVC /påk.Si.wad5/ {⊃Ε∂⊃
×⊃⊃ν 

[påkSiwad5] ‘paralysis’ 0930 

CVC.CVC.CV /kHaw.gul.ja/ ϑ⊃⊃×⊃
Μ⊃√±⊃
♠⊃⊃ 

[kHawgulja] ‘greedy’ 1044 

5.2.4 Four syllable words 

V.CV.CV.CV /a.ja.pi.ja/ +⊃♠⊃⊃{
⊃♠⊃⊃ 

[ajapija] ‘sprain’ 1255 

V.CVC.CV.CV /a.gån.ga.}i/ +⊃Μ⊃ξ
⊃Μ⊃⊃β
 

[agånga}i] ‘train’ 1250 

V.CVC.CVC.CV /a.går.båt5.t5i/ +⊃Μ⊃→
⁄⊃ιι⊃ 

[agårbåt5t5i] ‘incense’ 0182 

VC.CVC.CV.CV /aNÉg.båj.li.ja/ +⊃∅Μ⊃⁄
⊃♠⊃⊇±
⊃♠⊃⊃ 

[aNÉgbåjlija] ‘partner’ 0420 

CV.CV.CV.CV /d5a.ru.ba.dÉZa/ ν⊃↓⁄⊃
⊃ς⊃⊃ 

[d5arubadÉZa] ‘drunkard’ 0466 

CVC.CV.CV.CV /gaÍ.Ía.ko.bi/ Μ⊃⊃ββ
⊃Ε∫⊃⁄
⊃ 

[gaÍÍakobi] ‘cabbage’ 0213 

CV.CV.CVC.CV /kHå.ra.dÉZiw.na/ ϑ⊃→⊃ [kHåradÉZiwna] ‘honest’ 1167 
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⊇ς⊃×⊃ξ
⊃⊃ 

CV.CV.CV.CVC /kHå.}i.sa.kår/ ϑ⊃β≡
⊃⊃Ε∫→ 

[kHå}isakår] 
‘sugar candy’ 

0608 

CV.CVC.CV.CV /la.kHå}.ki.ja/ ±⊃⊃Ε∫β
Ε∫♠⊃⊃ 

[lakHå}kIja] 
‘wood cutter’ 

0422 

5.2.5 Five syllable word 

CV.CV.CV.CV.CV /ma.s´.ma.ri.ja/ ♦⊃⊃≡⊃
♦⊃⊃⊇→
♠⊃⊃ 

[mas´marIja] ‘fisher man’ 0429 
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6. Distribution of Phonemes in words 

6.1 Consonants 

6.1.1 Word initial consonants 

All the consonant except /nÉ5d5/ /n5ÉdÉZ/ /˜ÉÍ/ /NÉg/ /}/ and /Ò/ occur word initially. 

 

/p/ /por/ {⊃⊃→
 

[por] ‘girl’ 0237 

/pH/ /pHok/ ϒ∫⊃Ε∫ [pHok] ‘sow’ 1427 

/b/ /bajko/ ⁄⊃⊃♠⊃Ε∫
⊃ 

[bajko] ‘wife’ 0310 

/bH/ /bHari/ ƒ⊃⊃→
 

[bHari] ‘beautiful’ 0256 

/t5/ /t5ap/ ι⊃⊃{⊃ [t5ap] ‘fever’ 0916 

/t5H/ /t5Ham/ λ⊃⊃♦⊃ [t5Ham] ‘stop’ 1281 

/d5/ /d5ar/ ν⊃→ [d5ar] ‘door’ 0058 

/d5H/ /d5Hukul/ ϖ⊃√Ε√∫±
⊃ 

[d5Hukul] ‘smoke’ 0147 

/ˇ/ /ˇak/ ]⌡⊃Ε∫ [tak] ‘pour’ 1280 

/ˇH/ /ˇHok/ ⊃Ε∫ [tHok] ‘knock’ 1485 

/Í/ /Íoka/ β⊃Ε∫⊃ [Íoka] ‘head’ 0002 

/ÍH/ /ÍHekun/ φΕ√∫ξ
⊃ 

[dHekun] ‘bug’ 0390 

/k/ /kola/ Ε∫⊃±⊃
⊃ 

[kola] ‘fox’ 0324 

/kH/ /kHå}åk/ ϑ⊃βΕ∫ [kHå}åk] ‘stone’ 0143 

/g/ /gek}a/ Μ⊃βΕ
∫⊃ 

[gek}a] ‘tree ant’ 0389 
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/gH/ /gHar/ Π⊃⊃→ [gHar] ‘kite (bird)’ 0365 

/tÉS/ /tÉSaj/ Σ⊃⊃♠⊃ [tÉSaj] ‘bite (dog)’ 1304 

/dÉZ/ /dÉZåg/ ς⊃Μ⊃ [dÉZåg] ‘world’ 0131 

/dÉZH/ /dÉZHep/ Ζ⊃{⊃ [dÉZHep] ‘swim’ 1381 

/m/ /maj/ ♦⊃⊃♠⊃ [maj] ‘mother’ 0277 

/n/ /naga/ ξ⊃⊃Μ⊃
⊃ 

[naga] ‘naked’ 0747 

/s/ /sopa/ ≡⊃⊃{⊃
⊃ 

[sopa] ‘easy’ 0775 

/S/ /Sen/ ∂⊃ξ⊃ [Sen] ‘cow dung’ 0548 

/h/ /harån/ ⊃→ξ
⊃ 

[harån] ‘deer’ 0329 

/r/ /råwån/ →×⊃ξ⊃ [råwån] ‘game’ 1114 

/w/ /wåt5/ ×⊃ι⊃ [wåt5] ‘pour’ 1279 

/l/ /laku}/ ±⊃⊃Ε√∫β
 

[laku}] ‘fire wood’ 0060 

/j/ /jek/ ♠⊃Ε∫ [jek] ‘one’ 1492 

6.1.2 Word medial consonants 

All the consonants except /bH/ /ÍH/ /gH/ and /dÉZH/ occur word medially. 

/p/ /kopra/ Ε∫⊃{⊃
→⊃ 

[kopra] ‘corner’ 1179 

/pH/ /nåpHa/ ξ⊃ϒ∫⊃ [nåpHa] ‘profit’ 0904 

/b/ /abuˇ/ +⊃⁄⊃√]
⌡ 

[abuˇ] ‘cloud’ 0104 

/t5/ /nat5ni/ ξ⊃⊃ι⊃ξ
⊃ 

[nat5ni] ‘grand daughter’ 0306 

/t5H/ /at5Hår/ +⊃λ⊃→
 

[at5Hår] ‘spread (bed)’ 1281 
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/d5/ /ud5i/ =ν [ud5i] ‘white ant’ 0387 

/d5H/ /pard5Hi/ {⊃⊃→
ϖ⊃ 

[pard5Hi] ‘hunter’ 0474 

/ˇ/ /bHamˇa/ ƒ⊃⊃♦⊃
]⌡⊃ 

[bHamta] ‘thief’ 0438 

/ˇH/ /paˇHa/ {⊃⊃⊃ [patHa] ‘early morning’ 1210 

/Í/ /wåÍaj/ ×⊃β⊃♠
⊃ 

[wådaj] ‘thief’ 0440 

/k/ /bajko/ ⁄⊃⊃♠⊃Ε
∫⊃ 

[bajko] ‘wife’ 0310 

/kH/ /akHu}/ +⊃ϑ⊃√
β 

[akHu}] ‘short’ 0253 

/g/ /nagår/ ξ⊃⊃Μ⊃
→ 

[nagår] ‘plough’ 0087 

/tÉS/ /kotÉSa/ Ε∫⊃Σ⊃
⊃ 

[kotÉSa] ‘one eyed’ 0261 

/dÉZ/ /adÉZun/ +⊃ς⊃√ξ
⊃ 

[adÉZun] ‘again’ 0973 

/m/ /Semˇi/ ∂⊃♦⊃
]⌡ 

[Semti] ‘stick’ 0159 

/n/ /uni/ =ξ⊃ [uni] ‘hot’ 0734 

/n5Éd5/ /kHan5Éd5a/ ϑ⊃⊃ξν
⊃ 

[kHanÉ5d5a] ‘soldier’ 0031 

/n5ÉdÉZ/ /pånÉ5dÉZa/ {⊃ξς⊃⊃ [pån5ÉdÉZa] ‘palm’ 0016 

/˜ÉÍ/ /ko˜ÉÍa/ Ε∫⊃ξβ
⊃ 

[ko˜ÉÍa] ‘paddy dust’ 0586 

/NÉg/ /ÍuNÉga/ β√∅Μ
⊃⊃ 

[ÍuNÉga] ‘boat’ 1149 

/s/ /musåÒ/ ♦⊃√≡⊃ [musåÒ] ‘pestle’ 0063 
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♠⊃ 
/S/ /d5uSer/ ν√∂⊃

→ 
[d5uSEr] ‘yoke’ 0091 

/h/ /dÉZåhår/ ς⊃→ [dÉZåhår] ‘poison’ 1028 

/r/ /porja/ {⊃⊃→
♠⊃⊃ 

[porja] ‘boy’ 0236 

/}/ /tÉSi}a/ Σ⊃β
⊃ 

[tÉSi}a] ‘bird’ 0321 

/w/ /kawå}/ Ε∫⊃×⊃β
 

[kawå}] ‘door’ 0059 

/l/ /pala/ {⊃⊃±⊃
⊃ 

[pala] ‘leaf’ 0169 

/Ò/ /waÒu/ ×⊃⊃≥√ [waÒu] ‘sand’ 0144 

/j/ /mukja/ ♦⊃√Ε∫♠
⊃⊃ 

[mukja] ‘dumb’ 0255 

6.1.3 Word final consonants 

All the consonants except /bH/ /t5H/ /d5H/ /Í/ /ÍH/ /gH/ /dÉZH/ occur word finally. 

/p/ /dÉZHep/ Ζ⊃{⊃ [dÉZHep] ‘swim’ 1381 

/pH/ /gupH/ Μ⊃√ϒ∫ [gupH] ‘weave’ 1425 

/b/ /dÉZib/ ⊇ς⊃⁄⊃ [dÉZib] ‘tongue’ 0011 

/t5/ /måjit5/ ♦⊃⊇♠⊃ι
⊃ 

[måjIt5] ‘death’ 0508 

/d5/ /haÒåd5/ ⊃♠⊃ν
 

[haÒåd5] ‘turmeric’ 0221 

/ˇ/ /poˇ/ {⊃⊃]⌡ [poˇ] ‘belly’ 0013 

/ˇH/ /muˇH/ ♦⊃√ [mutH] ‘fist’ 1108 

/k/ /nåk/ ξ⊃Ε∫ [nåk] ‘finger nail’ 0324 

/kH/ /nikH/ ⊇ξ⊃ϑ⊃ [nikH] ‘nit’ 0395 
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/g/ /wag/ ×⊃⊃Μ⊃ [wag] ‘tiger’ 0347 

/tÉS/ /tÉSitÉS/ ⊇Σ⊃Σ⊃ [tÉSitÉS] ‘tamarind’ 0187 

/dÉZ/ /pHedÉZ/ ϒ∫ς⊃ [pHedÉZ] ‘rice water’ 0599 

/m/ /gHam/ Π⊃⊃♦⊃ [gHam] ‘sweat’ 0053 

/n/ /bejin/ ⁄⊃⊇♠⊃
ξ⊃ 

[bEjIn] ‘sister’ 0279 

/n5Éd5/ /d5Hun5Éd5/ ϖ⊃√ξν [d5Hun5Éd5] ‘drowsiness’ 1203 

/n5ÉdÉZ/ /bun5ÉdÉZ/ ⁄⊃√ξς⊃ [bunÉ5dÉZ] ‘bury’ 1395 

/˜ÉÍ/ /ba˜ÉÍ/ ⁄⊃⊃ξβ [ba˜ÉÍ] ‘arrow’ 0908 

/NÉg/ /aNÉg/ +⊃∅Μ⊃ [aNÉg] ‘body’ 0001 

/s/ /wås/ ×⊃≡⊃ [wås] ‘dew’ 0141 

/S/ /reS/ →∂⊃ [reS] ‘line (note)’ 0913 

/h/ /jeh/ ♠⊃ [jEh] ‘these’ 0829 

/r/ /kopår/ Ε∫⊃{⊃
→ 

[kopår] ‘elbow’ 0014 

/}/ /kura}/ Ε√∫→⊃
β 

[kura}] ‘axe’ 0068 

/w/ /dÉZiw/ ⊇ς⊃×⊃ [dÉZiw] ‘louse’ 0388 

/l/ /d5Hukul/ ϖ⊃√Ε√∫±
⊃ 

[d5Hukul] ‘smoke’ 0147 

/Ò/ /muÒ/ ♦⊃√≥ [muÒ] ‘root’ 0172 

/j/ /t5ej/ ι⊃♠⊃ [t5Ej] ‘there’ 0803 

6.2 The Frequency of Consonant Phonemes 

The following table shows the number of occurrences of the Bhili consonant 

phonemes in word initial, medial and final position. 

 

Phonemes Word Initial Word Medial Word Final 

/p/ 112 56 21 

/pH/ 34 8 2 
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/b/ 87 49 6 

/bH/ 41 - - 

/t5/ 67 79 27 

/t5H/ 9 9 - 

/d5/ 58 42 13 

/d5H/ 23 - - 

/ˇ/ 19 86 40 

/ˇH/ 6 10 7 

/Í/ 24 8 - 

/ÍH/ 8 - - 

/k/ 123 127 60 

/kH/ 49 30 11 

/g/ 73 62 19 

/gH/ 21 - - 

/tÉS/ 70 22 5 

/dÉZ 55 45 23 

/dÉZH 12 - - 

/m/ 100 70 24 

/n/ 60 106 77 

/nÉ5d5/ - 26 6 

/nÉ5dÉZ/ - 7 2 

/˜ÉÍ/ - 22 7 

/NÉg/ - 32 18 

/s/ 100 81 44 

/S/ 17 22 1 

/h/ 35 3 2 

/r/ 34 194 115 

/}/ - 115 83 

/w/ 68 113 29 
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/l/ 35 102 46 

/Ò/ - 51 47 

/j/ 18 141 41 

6.3 Consonant clusters 

6.3.1 Chart of word-medial clusters. 

There are no word initial and word final consonant cluster in Bhili words. The 

following table shows the distribution of consonants in word medial consonant 

clusters.  
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Second Member 

 p pH b bH t5 t5H d5 d5H ˇ ˇH Í ÍH k kH g gH 

p 1 - - - 2 - - - 1 - - - - - - - 

pH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

b - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

bH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

t5 - - - - 3 - - - - - - - 1 - - - 

t5H - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

d5 - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 

d5H - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

ˇ 1 - 1 - - - - - 4 - - - 3 1 - - 

ˇH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Í - - - - - - - - - - 3 - - - - - 

ÍH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

k - - - - 3 - 2 - 1 - - - 9 - - - 

kH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

g - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 

gH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

tÉS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

dÉZ 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - 

dÉZH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

m 1 - 9 - 1 1 - - 3 1 - - 1 - - - 

n 1 - - - 7 - - - 6 - - - 2 1 3 - 

nÉ5d5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

nÉ5dÉZ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

˜ÉÍ - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - 

NÉg - - 1 - 2 - - - 1 1 - - - - - - 

s 1 - - - 12 - - - - - - - 2 - - - 

S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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h - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

r - 1 5 - 3 1 6 - 1 - - - 4 3 2 - 

} 1 - - - 1 - - - - - - - 6 1 1 - 

w - - - - 2 - 2 - 3 - - - 2 - 1 - 

l - 1 - - 1 - 1 - 4 - - - 4 2 2 - 

Ò 2 - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - 

j 1 - 2 - 1 1 2 - 1 - - - 2 1 - - 

 

 tÉS dÉZ dÉZH m n nÉ5d5 n5ÉdÉZ ˜ÉÍ NÉg s S h r } w l Ò j 

p - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 4 4 - 4 - - 

pH - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 

b - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1 1 - - - 

bH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

t5 - - - 1 2 - - - - - - - 5 1 - 1 - 2 

t5H - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - 1 - 

d5 - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 1 2 1 1 1 

d5H - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 

t - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1 - 1 2 - 2 

tH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

d - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

dH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

k - 1 - - 1 - - - - 3 5 - 3 4 - 2 1 1 

kH - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - 

g - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 3 2 3 1 2 2 

gH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

tÉS 1 - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 

dÉZ - 1 - - 2 - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 

dÉZH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

m 1 - - 1 4 - - - - - - - 1 - - 2 - - 
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n - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 1 1 - 1 

nÉ5d5 - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - 

nÉ5dÉZ - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - 

˜ÉÍ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NÉg - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 2 - - 

s - - - 3 6 - - - - 1 - - 4 - - 5 - 1 

S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

h - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

r 3 1 - 2 1 - - - - 2 1 - 1 - 4 1 - 3 

} 1 1 - - 3 - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1 

w - 1 - - 7 - - - - 2 - - 5 5 - 3 1 - 

l 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - 1 7 - 1 

Ò - - - 1 2 - - - - 2 - 1 - - - - - - 

j - - - 2 - - - - - 1 - - 4 6 - 4 - - 

Here some examples are given below of the word-medial consonant clusters in the 

Bhili language. 

/pn/ /papni/ {⊃⊃{⊃
ξ⊃ 

[papni] ‘eyelid’ 0035 

/}g/ /gu}ga/ Μ⊃√β
Μ⊃⊃ 

[gu}ga] ‘knee’ 0049 

/pr/ /såprija/ ≡⊃{⊃⊇
→♠⊃⊃ 

[såprIja] ‘roof’ 0057 

/}n/ /dÉZHa}ni/ Ζ⊃⊃βξ
⊃ 

[dZHa}ni] ‘broom’ 0061 

/wd5/ /wawd5ån/ ×⊃⊃×⊃ν
ξ⊃ 

[wawd5ån] ‘storm’ 0138 

/st5/ /ist5u/ <≡ι⊃√ [ist5u] ‘fire’ 0145 

/mˇ/ /Semˇi/ ∂⊃♦⊃]
⌡ 

[Semti] ‘stick’ 0159 

/nˇ/ /panˇa/ {⊃⊃ξ]⌡ [pa˜ˇa] ‘leaf’ 0171 
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⊃ 
/rl/ /karla/ Ε∫⊃→±

⊃⊃ 
[karla] ‘bitter gourd’ 0206 

/d5r/ /ad5råk/ +⊃ν→
Ε∫ 

[ad5råk] ‘ginger’ 0229  

/rj/ /porja/ {⊃⊃♠
⊃⊃∩ 

[porja] ‘boy’ 0236 

/j}/ /d5Håj}i/ ϖ⊃♠⊃β
 

[d5Håj}i] ‘old woman’ 0240 

/tk/ /buˇka/ ⁄⊃√]⌡Ε∫
⊃ 

[buˇka] ‘short’ 0254 

/kj/ /mukja/ ♦⊃√Ε∫♠
⊃⊃ 

[mukja] ‘dumb’ 0255 

/wn/ /tÉSåwna/ Σ⊃×⊃ξ⊃
⊃ 

[tÉSåwna] ‘ugly’ 0259 

/jr/ /bejra/ ⁄⊃♠⊃
→⊃ 

[bEjra] ‘deaf’ 0263 

/t5l/ /nat5låg/ ξ⊃⊃ι⊃±
⊃Μ⊃ 

[nat5låg] ‘relative’ 0274 

/pt5/ /sopt5i/ ≡⊃⊃{ι
⊃ 

[sopt5i] ‘friend’ 0317 

/sr/ /wasru/ ×⊃⊃≡⊃↓
 

[wasru] ‘calf’ 0326 

/pˇ/ /sepˇi/ ≡⊃{]⌡
 

[sepˇi] ‘tail’ 0352 

/d5}/ /sed5}ija/ ≡⊃νβ
♠⊃⊃ 

[sed5}Ija] ‘earth worm’ 0383 

/k}/ /gek}a/ Μ⊃Ε∫β
⊃ 

[gek}a] ‘tree ant’ 0389 
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/br/ /babrija/ ⁄⊃⊃⁄⊃→
♠⊃⊃ 

[babrIja] ‘winged ant’ 0392 

/gj/ /wagja/ ×⊃⊃Μ⊃
♠⊃⊃ 

[wagja] ‘spider’ 0399 

/pl/ /sipla/ ≡⊃{±⊃
⊃ 

[sipla] ‘conch’ 0412 

/sn/ /nasnar/ ξ⊃⊃≡⊃ξ
⊃⊃→ 

[nasnar] ‘dancer’ 0450 

/rd5H/ /pard5Hi/ {⊃⊃→
ϖ⊃ 

[pard5Hi] ‘hunter’ 0474 

/rs/ /arsa/ +⊃→≡⊃
⊃ 

[arsa] ‘mirror’ 0529 

/jˇ/ /tÉSajˇi/ Σ⊃⊃♠⊃]
⌡ 

[tÉSajti] ‘spoon’ 0550 

/p}/ /pap}i/ {⊃⊃{⊃β
 

[pap}i] ‘pancake’ 0603 

/mb/ /ambåˇ/ +⊃♦⁄⊃]⌡ [ambåˇ] ‘sour’ 0728 

6.4 Vowels 

6.4.1 Distribution of Vowels in V syllables 

/itÉSu/ <Σ⊃√ [i.tÉSu] ‘scorpion’ 0382 

/abuˇ/ +⊃⁄⊃√]⌡ [a.buˇ] ‘cloud’ 0104 

/uSi/ =∂⊃ [u.Si] ‘pillow’ 0561 

6.4.2 Distribution of Vowels in CV syllables. 

/mi/ ♦⊃ [mi] ‘I’ 0807 

/le/ ±⊃ [le] ‘take’ 1373 

/pala/ {⊃⊃±⊃
⊃ 

[pa.la] ‘leaf’ 0561 
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/bag´/ ⁄⊃⊃Μ⊃
∅ 

[ba.g´] ‘slow’ 0745 

/dÉZåwå/ ς⊃×⊃∅ [dÉZå.wå] ‘while’ 0860 

/nat5u/ ξ⊃⊃ι⊃√ [na.t5u] ‘grand son’ 0305 

/noko/ ξ⊃⊃Ε∫
⊃ 

[no.ko] ‘no’ 1048 

6.4.3 Distribution of Vowels in VC syllables. 

/ist5u/ <≡ι⊃√ [is.t5u] ‘fire’ 0145 

/aNÉg/ +⊃∅Μ⊃ [aNÉg] ‘body’ 0001 

/un/ =ξ⊃ [un] ‘sunshine’ 0989 

6.4.4 Distribution of Vowels in CVC syllables. 

/nidÉZ/ ξ⊃ς⊃ [nidÉZ] ‘sleep’ 1454 

/Sen/ ∂⊃ξ⊃ [Sen] ‘cow dung’ 1373 

/dÉZHa}nar/ Ζ⊃⊃β
ξ⊃⊃→ 

[dÉZHa}.nar] ‘sweeper’ 0442 

/pamb´r/ {⊃⊃♦⁄
⊃→ 

[pam.b´r] ‘plough’ 0089 

/låwkår/ ±⊃×⊃Ε∫
→ 

[låw.kår] ‘quick’ 0686 

/bHuj/ ƒ⊃√♠⊃ [bHuj] ‘floor’ 0519 

/por/ {⊃⊃
→ 

[por] ‘girl’ 0237 

7. Stress 

In Bhili, Stress is not phonemic and not found to be contrastive. Bhili is a syllable 

timed language so the syllables are evenly stressed.  
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8. Practical alphabet 

• There are no different scripts in Marathi for [d] and [}] so in Bhili also we have 

used only one script (β) for both of them. But for our analysis in our data we 

have shown both as phonemes. 

 

 

 

 

 

A list of the phonemes with their corresponding orthographic symbols is given 

below. 

8.1 Vowels 

å a i u  e ´ o 

+ +⊃ < = Β + +⊃ 

8.2 Consonants 

k kH g gH  

Ε∫ ϑ⊃ Μ⊃ Π⊃  
tÉS  dÉZ dÉZH  

Σ⊃  ς⊃ Ζ⊃  
t5 t5H d5 d5H n 

ι⊃ λ⊃ ν ϖ⊃ ξ⊃ 
ˇ ˇH Í ÍH  

]⌡  β φ  
p pH b bH m 

{⊃ ϒ∫ ⁄⊃ ƒ⊃ ♦⊃ 
 j r Ò l 

 ♠⊃ → ≥ ±⊃ 
s S  h  

≡⊃ ∂⊃    
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w  }   

×⊃  β   
We are using the half ‘ξ⊃’ to symbolize the homorganic nasals to help transfer to 

Marathi. 

nÉ5d5 nÉ5dÉZ ˜ÉÍ NÉg 

ξν ξς⊃ ξβ ξΜ⊃ 
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